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Friday Sermon

Islamic Religious Council of Singapore

6 August 2010 / 25 Sya’ban 1431

The Coming of the Glorious Month of Ramadhan 
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Dear blessed brothers,

Let us remain truly conscious of Allah s.w.t. Perform all His orders and refrain from all His prohibitions. May with the coming of the month of Ramadan, we will succeed to be His righteous servants, and may we be granted success in this world and the hereafter. 
My dear brothers,

Allow me to begin this sermon with a story. This is a story of a husband who was resting in bed next to his beloved wife. Out of a sudden, the husband said, ”My wife, allow me to spend this night in prayer.” 
The wife replied, ”I like to be very close to you, my husband, but I prefer for you to do what you like best.” 

After that, the husband took his ablution (wudhu’), then stood in prayer. He shed tears while in prayer, until his face was all wet. 

He cried while bowing down in prayer (during his ruku’). He cried while sitting down in prayer. He also cried while in prostration (sujud), until the ground was wet with his tears.  

Such was his condition the whole night, until dawn, while his wife observed his husband with care and concern. 

My dear brothers, the husband in this story, is none other than our beloved Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. The wife is Sayyidatina ‘Aishah r.a.  

The story continues. Sayyidina Bilal r.a. came to call for the fajar prayer (i.e. say the azan). When he saw the Prophet’s tears in prayer, he asked the Prophet s.a.w. ”Why do you cry like that, O Messenger of Allah, when Allah has forgiven you for all sins, past and the future?” The Prophet s.a.w. replied: 
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Which means: “Should I not be a very thankful servant?” Hadith narrated by Ibnu Hibban.

Subhanallah!  All Glory be to Allah who has made our beloved Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. the most honourable, with the most humble heart among all mankind. A heart that makes him shameful of not submitting himself to God, although God has bestowed upon him the best of privileges and the loftiest of status. A heart that makes him thankful to God at all times, although God has assured him of his place in paradise. A heart that brings him to seek the love and pardon of His God, although he has been promised forgiveness by Allah s.w.t. 

Such, my dear brothers, is the life of the Prophet s.a.w.  in his submission and thankfulness to Allah s.w.t., all week, all month, and all year long. Imagine how he was in the month in which any recommended act (sunnah) is rewarded like an obligatory act (wajib) done in other months, and when an obligatory act (wajib) is rewarded seventy times more than an act done in other months? 

How was his condition in the season of Allah’s compassion and love, and His pardon and forgiveness? In a period in which all the doors of paradise are opened and those of the hellfire tightly closed? How was his condition in a month in which one of its nights equal more than a thousand months? 

My dear brothers, the ummah of  Prophet Muhammad s.a.w.,

This blessing from Allah, named Ramadan, will meet us in just a few days time. Let us prepare ourselves to welcome it.  

Open our hearts and ask ourselves. Are we awaiting this month of Ramadan, like a lover who has not met his beloved for a long time? Do we love Ramadan because it is a gift from Allah, with all His compassion and mercy, even His promise to forgive all our wrongdoings? 

Or we grieve when Ramadan approaches, because we feel it is a burden upon our lives? A month that we think does not bring any benefit for us? We despise its presence, and we do not care whether this gift of Allah exists or otherwise? 

My dear brothers,

I would like to call upon myself and everyone who listens to this sermon, to prepare ourselves to welcome this blessed month of Ramadan. Allah s.w.t. says in verse 183 of surah al-Baqarah:
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Which means: “O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you, even as it was prescribed for those before you, that you may be those who are conscious of Allah.”
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My dear brothers, let us make this verse a guide in our preparation to welcome this month. This verse begins with the phrase                                    “O you who believe!” So let us, now, before Ramadan arrives, and before we start fasting as made obligatory by Allah s.w.t., let us strive to strengthen our iman. Let us cleanse our intentions – that we fast because of Allah. Let us strengthen our belief in the greatness of Allah. 

Let us fill our hearts with a yearning for Allah’s mercy and compassion. Let us reignite in our hearts a sense of shame and regret for all our sins to Allah s.w.t. 

Let us soften our hearts and cleanse our souls from all evil traits; from arrogance, hatred and enmity for others. We replace these with a sincere and strong iman, one that we can taste its sweetness in our hearts. 

My dear brothers,
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The verse 183 of surah al-Baqarah ends with the phrase kalimah                    “ that you may be those who are conscious of Allah.” Hence, let us put for ourselves a clear objective and goal for our fast, which is to succeed in strengthening our taqwa. Do not be contented with the good deeds that we have done thus far. Certainly, there are ways and means for us to improve our deeds, as much as there are many shortcomings in our iman and taqwa. 

Let us emulate the examples of our beloved Prophet s.a.w. as seen from the story we heard earlier, how the Prophet s.a.w. intensified his devotion to Allah s.w.t. and expressed his endless gratitude, despite his special status and being assured of forgiveness by Allah s.w.t. 

May this  Ramadan be one of our best Ramadans and the most meaningful one. Let us grab this opportunity, and appreciate this gift. Do not waste it. None of us know if we will meet next year’s Ramadan.  
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menjadi seorang yang bermanfaat dalam masyarakat serta

mampu menyahut cabaran ketabahan dan kebijaksanaan
Akhimya masyarakat Islam menjaci masyarakat contoh pada

yang lain
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