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Friday Sermon

Islamic Religious Council of Singapore

13 August 2010 / 3 Ramadan 1431

Our Best Ramadan Ever
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Sldang Jumaat yang dirahmati Allah,

Moarilah Lita manshauati hilan Damadhan uana menih
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Dear blessed brothers,

Let us be more conscious of Allah s.w.t. with taqwa. Perform every obligation and refrain from every prohibition. Know that there isn’t a better and more suitable time to increase our level of Taqwa than in this blessed month of Ramadan. 

May the presence of Ramadan this time around be more meaningful to us and may it be our best Ramadan ever. Hopefully, we will be able to attain Allah’s mercy in the early stages of Ramadan, forgiveness in the mid of Ramadan and eventually freedom from the torments of hellfire in the final days of Ramadan.
Allah s.w.t. says in surah Al-Anfal verse 29:
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Which means: “O You who believe! If you have Taqwa to Allah, He will make for you a clear distinction (from right and wrong) and will expiate for you your misdeeds, and forgive you; and Allah is the Owner of Mighty Grace.”
Dear brothers in Islam,

In the spirit of Ramadan which had recently arrived, let us listen to a Hadith of our beloved Prophet s.a.w., in hopes that it will encourage and inspire us to continue to build on our present determination so that it maintains its drive and stamina and carries us through till the end of Ramadan. 

Let us ponder upon Rasulullah s.a.w.’s words: 

“When the first night of Ramadan arrives, all the gates of hellfire are closed till none are left opened, and all the gates of paradise are opened till none are left closed. Then a voice is heard calling: O seekers of goodness, come! O seekers of evil, lessen! And on that same night, a group of people are freed from the torments of hellfire. This continues to happen on every other night until Ramadan finally ends.” Hadith narrated by Imam Tirmidzi.
Imagine how fortunate we are as the ummah of Prophet Muhammad s.a.w., to be given such a wonderful opportunity unlike any other given to previous communities. This Hadith should be a catalyst which drives us forward to start executing good deeds and practices from the beginning of Ramadan till its end. 

At the same time, it should not be that we only vigorously perform all good deeds in the early stages of Ramadan, and then slow down as Ramadan approaches the end. But instead, we should practice so that our level of intensity starts off moderately and gradually increases as we near the last ten days of the month. 

Remember, the kind of practice which is loved most by Allah and His Messenger are those which are performed based on our capabilities and done with consistency. In fact, it should be that the level of intensity increases as the number of days pass. Ponder upon these words of our beloved Prophet s.a.w.:
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Which means: “Perform acts of goodness based on your capabilities. By Allah, He will not feel bored (ie. will not stop giving you His rewards) until you start to feel bored. And the act which is most loved by Allah is one which is performed consistently by the doer.” Hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari and Muslim. 
My dear beloved brothers, 

Ramadan is a month of self-cleansing. It trains us to do more acts of kindness. With fasting, it teaches us to be more aware of what we do and protects us from harm and eveil practices. Reflect on what the Prophet s.a.w. said in the following Hadith Qudsi:
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Which means: “Fasting is a shield (from vices and the hellfire) Therefore, on the days in which one of you are fasting, do not speak words of condemnation and do not argue.” Hadith narrated by Imam Al-Nasaa’i.

Remember, with Allah’s compassion, our success in this month promises us rewards and forgiveness from Allah, eventually making it the reason for our success in the hereafter, attaining freedom from the torments of hellfire. 
Therefore, my dear brothers, let us take this opportunity to seek forgiveness from Allah s.w.t. for all our past wrongdoings, those of which we were consciously aware of as well as the ones we were not aware of. 
As servants of Allah who have sinned, filled with mistakes and flaws of our own, should we not be seeking His forgiveness at every waking hour of the day? Even the Prophet s.a.w. who had already been guaranteed forgiveness for all his sins past, present  and future constantly sought after Allah’s mercy and forgiveness. 

Ponder upon the words of our Prophet s.a.w. in a hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah r.a. which means: “By Allah, I seek forgiveness from Allah and repent to Him more than seventy times a day.” Hadith narrated by Imam Al-Bukhari. 

If the Prophet who had been guranteed forgiveness did not stop seeking Allah’s pardon, in fact, he did so for more than seventy times a day, then how have we measured up to that? Should we not feel ashamed by the example displayed by our dear Prophet s.a.w.? 

My dear brothers in Islam, 

Ramadan is also a month to develop and improve the condition of the Muslim ummah. It is a chance for us to express more attributes of rahmah and compassion among fellow human beings. It is a chance to show traits of Ihsan towards fellow Muslims, for example, by sharing meals for iftar to our close neighbours. 

The Prophet s.a.w. said in a Hadith which means: “Whoever shares a meal for iftar to a person who is fasting, then he shall attain the rewards of a person who is fasting, without taking away any from the person who was fasting.” Hadith narrated by Imam Tirmidzi. 

Apart from that, fasting in the month of Ramadan also teaches us the experiences of hardship faced by those less fortunate. It also helps us to understand their feelings better, some of whom have had to struggle through hunger and thirst due to poverty and lack.

Therefore, we should be more conscious of the people and situation around us. Be more compassionate especially towards those who are in dire need for assistance. Extend a helping hand through sodaqah for those less fortunate, and know that there is no other month which is better for us to be charitable in than the month of Ramadan. 

Embody the examples shown by the Prophet s.a.w. as mentioned by Ibnu ‘Abbas r.a. which means: “Rasulullah s.a.w. is the most charitable person among us, and he is even more charitable in the month of Ramadhan when he was met by Jibril.”  Hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari and Muslim.  

Dear Friday congregation,

In order to make this year’s Ramadan the most effective for ourselves, we need to start performing the encouraged acts of goodness and practices until the final ten days of the month. Act as if this will be the last Ramadan in our life. 

With that, let us make up our minds and decide with a clear intention on what we truly wish to achieve. The month in which we have been waiting for has finally arrived. Today is within our grasp, and tomorrow is not yet confirmed. Fix in our hearts a solid determination to do our very best, so that this Ramadan will be the best we have ever had. Amin.
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menjadi seorang yang bermanfaat dalam masyarakat serta

mampu menyahut cabaran ketabahan dan kebijaksanaan
Akhimya masyarakat Islam menjaci masyarakat contoh pada

yang lain

NNOOCEAE[2-L-A-
[Page o sect e T G e [ B o feaen@s) [ O [

Sstort||| 1) © & || Eytrzoor| @rocol. [0, Ble0.. | ||y comprter » | FBH G O BE & I @SB 16005





PAGE  
6

