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Friday Sermon
Islamic Religious Council of Singapore
27 August 2010 / 17 Ramadan 1431
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Dear Friday Congregation,

Let us have Taqwa to Allah s.w.t., the Almighty Lord of the universe. Let us express our gratitude to Him who has given us yet another chance to breathe in the beautiful air of Ramadan, a month which promises plenty of rewards, a month which disciplines us in our speech and our actions, it is a month in which we were handed the greatest miracle of all time, the holy Quran.
In general, the Quran, whether in its language, stylistics or the content, is a miracle and guide for us to shape a life which leads to the right path.  Allah s.w.t. says in surah Al-Israa verse 9: 
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Which means: “Verily, this Quran gives guidance to the right path (Islam).” 
My dear brothers,

Know that it was the Quran that sparked the faith of a prominent individual who initially opposed Islam vehemently. Only to become one of the Prophet’s closest and most influential companions. He is none other than Sayyidina Umar Ibn Al-Khattab r.a.
While elaborating on verses 41-43 from surah Al-Haqqah through Imam Ibnu Kathir’s book, Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal narrated that Sayyidina Umar r.a. said: “Before I embraced Islam, I had left my house one day in search of the Prophet s.a.w. only to find that he had left for the mosque. So I stood behind him as he prayed, and he started to recite surah Al-Haqqah in prayer and I was touched by the words which were being recited. Then I said, “By Allah, this is poetry just like how the people of Quraisy described it. The Prophet s.a.w. replied by reciting the following verse:
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Which means: “And the Quran is not from the words of a poet, (as some of you have alleged it to be). (Unfortunately) so few among you are truly believers.” Surah Al-Haaqqah verse 41.
So I (Sayyidina Umar) said: “(These are the words of) a soothsayer! ” Then the Prophet s.a.w. recited the following:
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Which means: “And they are not the words of a soothsayer (as some of you may have alleged it to be). (Sadly) little it is that you remember. (The Quran) is a revelation from the Lord of the Universe.”  Surah Al-Haaqqah verses 42-43. 
Observe my dear brothers, how the Quran’s miracle had successfully managed to soften even the hearts of those who had strongly opposed guidance and Islam and guide them towards faith. 
Allah s.w.t. says in surah Al-Israa’ verse 88:
[image: image6.png].z

N ;,w‘:_éjf [yt 1sbo &c é,?jg ;,MA’TWT JJ Bt





Which means: “Say: "If the mankind and the jinn were together to produce the like of this Quran, they could not produce the like thereof, even if they helped one another."
My dear brothers,

Another form of the Quran’s miracle is in the abrogation of a particular ruling or command with another ruling or command which is better. It is known as ‘Al-Nasikh Wal Mansukh.’ ‘Al-Nasikh Wal Mansukh’ refers to a particular ruling which was abrogated and removed, or replaced by Allah s.w.t. with another ruling. Allah s.w.t. says in surah Al-Baqarah verse 106:
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Which means: “Whatever Verse (revelation) We abrogate or cause to be forgotten, We bring a better one or similar to it. Do you not know that Allah is able to do all things?”
A well-known tafsir scholar, Sheikh Mutawalli Sya’rawi, while explaining this verse, said that it didn’t mean that there were errors in the earlier messages before the prophethood of our Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. Instead, it implies that the message which was revealed then, was the best and most suited for the community which lived in that era.  

Sheikh As-Sya’rawi added, that the development and changes to each new generation’s style of living, invites a variety of new issues which had never been experienced by previous generations before them. Accordingly, our Prophet s.a.w. was equipped with solutions and answers to address the problems which did not exist in the time of the Prophets before him.
For example, during our Prophet’s time, the order to face the direction of the Qiblah towards Baitul Maqdis was abrogated and replaced with a new direction facing towards the Kaabah in Makkah. This clearly differs from the usual practices of prophets who came before him. 

My dear brothers,

The lesson that we can take away from this is that constant improvement is needed in life. Whether it is in the form of our deeds, spirituality or civic matters which would bring benefit us. In fact, it is part of our Islamic teachings that we compete with one another to progress and move forward in life to achieve greater success in both worlds. 

The Prophet s.a.w. said: “Compete with each other in the attainment of anything which might be of benefit to yourself, and seek Allah’s assistance and never feel weak.” Hadith narrated by Imam Muslim.
Another example of a ritual practice is tadarrus or reading of the Holy Quran. In the month of Ramadan, many of us practice tadarrus after every tarawih prayers. Thus, it is encouraged that we increase our efforts by reciting the Quran on any other opportunity we have during the day or by trying to understand the meanings of the verses as we recite them. 

These are the attributes of a dynamic, progressive and resilient religion. One which is capable of solving issues and problems wherever and whenever the need arises. This is also one of the lessons we can gain from the meaning of ‘Al-Nasikh Wal Mansukh.’ 
It is not just a part of the syariah’s history or merely the abrogation of a particular item. In fact, it is much more than that. It enjoins us to constantly ponder upon how to effectively lead a religious life and yet we may still advance and succeed, by abiding to all the core principles of that religion. 

My dear brothers,

Before I end this sermon, please allow me to summarise the important lessons from what had just been shared. 

First – The need for us to internalise the meanings of the Quran well. This is so that it may guide us in going through the challenges of everyday life. In doing so, we hope that Allah s.w.t. will continue to grant us guidance to the right path. 

Second – Every change that happens around us invites us to examine it. From a positive point of view, it actually encourages us to evaluate our priorities. We have to be wise in choosing our priorities in order to enable us to make personal changes accordingly reap its benefits. 

May all of the past and future good deeds we perform will bring about more positive rewards and outcome into our lives. And may it also invoke Allah’s pleasure and mercy to us all. Ameen.  
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