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A Halal and Blessed Source of Income 
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Sifat Amanah Di dalam Kehidupan Muslim
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ISaudara-saudara yang dikasihi sekalian,

Semoga setiap kita sentiasa berada di dalam rahmat dan

“« o |4

pemeliharaan Allah s.w.t.
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Ma’asyiral Muslimin Rahimakumullah,
Let us increase our takwa to Allah s.w.t. Perform all obligations. Refrain from all His prohibitions. Let us always reflect on our state and conditions by doing muhasabah. Plan accordingly, so that we succeed as Muslims. May our iman become stronger, and our lives always be blessed by Allah s.w.t. 
Dear blessed congregation,
In our daily lives, we will encounter various challenges and problems. Whether in our family life or at work. 
To overcome such problems, Islam teaches us to look at the matter or issue at hand from various perspectives, not in a narrow and limited manner. 
Look at how our beloved Rasulullah s.a.w advised a companion, Abu Umamah r.a, to overcome the latter’s problems, as narrated by Imam Abu Daud:

“One day, the Prophet s.a.w entered the mosque and found a companion, Abu Umamah, in the mosque. The Prophet s.a.w. asked him: “O Abu Umamah, why do I see you in a mosque not at prayer time?” Abu Umamah replied: “I have problems and debts that overwhelm me, O Prophet!” The Prophet s.a.w. replied: “Do you want me to teach you a prayer that if you read, then Allah will remove your problems and your debts will be settled?” Abu Umamah replied: “Yes, O Prophet.” The Prophet s.a.w. replied: “Read in the morning and the evening: 
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Which means: “O Allah, I seek Your protection from worries and difficulties; I seek Your protection from weakness and laziness; I seek Your protection from fear and stinginess; and I seek Your protection from being overwhelmed by debts and subdued by mankind.” 
Consider and reflect upon this, dear brothers. Although Abu Umamah only stated that he had problems and debts, but the Prophet s.a.w. pointed out issues and reasons for the financial problems. 
As a way out, the Prophet s.a.w. did not only teach Abu Umamah to ask in prayer and seek Allah’s protection from worries and sadness, but he also taught Abu Umamah to seek protection from other things that could have led to his problems. Such as feeling weak, being lazy and afraid,  and from taking on debts unnecessarily, and be subdued by others from doing what is right and good.
We understand from this, that we need to look at a problem from a wide perspective, in our search for solutions. For example, if your income is inadequate, and you want to overcome that problem, you need to ask why you find yourself in such a situation in the first place. 
Is it because you are not working hard enough, and you do not want to put in the extra hours? Or is it your extravagant lifestyle that has caused you to spend more than you earn? Or is it because you lack certain skills? 
Once you have identified the source of your problem, what should you do next? You may need to upgrade yourself, plan carefully for your expenditure, work very hard and diligently, and continue to seek help from Allah s.w.t. 
Dear blessed brothers,
Apart from working hard to earn a living for ourselves and family, we must also ensure our source of income is permitted and blessed by Islam. 
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Which means:

“O you who believe! Eat of the good things that We have provided you with (i.e. that is halal), and give thanks to Allah, if you serve only Him.” Surah Al-Baqarah verse 172
Based on this verse, there are two important guidelines in earning a source of income: 
First: We must ensure our source of income is halal (permissible) and blessed, not from a prohibited (haram) source, such as from gambling, dealings with intoxicants and others. 
Be reminded, that the halal and haram in Islam are clear. As stated by the Prophet s.a.w. :
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Which means:

“Indeed, the halal (permissible) and haram (prohibited) are clear. Between them are the ambiguous.” Hadith narrated by Abu Daud. 

As a responsible Muslim, we must know what our source of income is. If we are not sure, whether it is permissible or otherwise, then we should consult the learned. Avoid those that are clearly prohibited. Do not gamble. Do not use the property of others without their permission. 
Second: We must be trustworthy and responsible in our work. We must be fully committed, and we should not use our time at work for personal gains. 
Hopefully, we all become excellent workers. Those who work with knowledge, are committed, trustworthy, and have the right frame of mind to work hard and give their best. Let us also ensure that the food we feed our wives and children, and the clothings we wear, come from a halal source. May with this, our lives and our families be blessed by Allah s.w.t. 
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