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(2nd of Maulid Series)
Rasulullah’s Love for His Ummah :
How is Our Love for Rasulullah s.a.w?
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My dearest brothers, may we all gain the blessings of Allah,

“omd

Let us remain truly conscious of Allah through tagwa. Tagwa that will
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Islamic Religious Council of Singapore
Friday Sermon
26 February 2010 / 12 Rabiul Awal 1431

The Honourable Personality of 

Our Beloved Prophet S.A.W.
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Dear Blessed Congregation, 

Let us increase our taqwa to Allah s.w.t. Perform our duties to Allah s.w.t. and refrain from all His prohibitions. Understand and internalise the personality of the Holy Prophet s.a.w. as a shining guidance and example for our lives. 
Indeed, fortunate are you, O brothers, that with the birth of the Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. in this glorious month of Rabi’ul Awwal more than 1400 years ago, we belong to his ummah. He is the beloved of Allah s.w.t. and he is Allah’s messenger. 
Those whose hearts are filled with true iman will rejoice with this remembrance. Their hearts are filled with love for their beloved Rasulullah s.a.w. With his  guidance and his teachings, we get to know our Creator, Allah s.w.t. and we are able to obey Him. Allah s.w.t. says in Surah Ali-Imran verse 31:
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accept all our deeds and to grant us His forgiveness Amin
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Which means: “Say: "If you do love Allah, follow me. Allah will love you and forgive you your sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."
Dear brothers, 

The uncompromising love and affection for the Prophet s.a.w. can be seen clearly in the lives of His companions. As narrated by Imam Bukhari: 
Abdullah bin Hisham r.a. reported, “We were with the Prophet s.a.w and he held the hand of Umar bin Al-Khattab r.a. Then Umar r.a. said: “O Messenger of Allah, indeed I love you more than everything else, except myself.” 
Then the Prophet s.a.w. said: “No, I swear by Allah who holds my life in His hand (i.e. your faith is not complete yet). But you must love me more than you love yourself.” Then ‘Umar said, “Now, I swear by Allah. I love you (O Prophet s.a.w) more than myself.” Then, the Prophet s.a.w said: “Now then, O Umar (your iman is complete).” 
Look at how the companions loved the Prophet s.a.w. more than they loved themselves. If Sayyidina Umar r.a, one of the companions promised with the reward of paradise, loved the Prophet to such extent, what about us? Doesn’t love and affection prevent us from disappointing the one we love? Doesn’t our love and affection make us do our best for the one we love? 
Dear brothers, our true love to the Prophet s.a.w. is by understanding the life, examples and Sunnah of the Prophet s.a.w. in a holistic and comprehensive manner. 
Unfortunately, sometimes we uphold sunnah in our rituals only, but we lack the appreciation and understanding of the purposes and objectives of such sunnah. Sometimes we uphold one sunnah, but we leave a greater sunnah in our lives. 
For example, the Prophet s.a.w. had emphasised on the importance of good morals. The Prophet s.a.w. also taught the importance of thinking and acting maturely and comprehensively in making decisions. He also taught his ummah to establish good and harmonious relations with fellow human beings, regardless of their background. He stressed on the importance of being just and fair in our dealings with others.  
My dear brothers,
The Prophet s.a.w. had brought the final message, but he was at the same time, sent by Allah to be an example for the rest of humankind. Allah s.w.t. says in the Holy Quran: 
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Which means: ”O Prophet! Truly We have sent you as a Witness, a Bearer of Glad Tidings, and Warner,- And as one inviting to Allah by His permission, and as a light-giving torch.” Surah al-Ahzab verses 45 - 46. 

Indeed, as Allah mentions, the Prophet is a ”shining torch” that guides humankind to lead themselves out of the darkness of challenges in life. 
In this month of Rabiul Awwal, let us strive to understand the holistic life and personality of our beloved Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. Let us follow in his footsteps, in the hope that we will gain success in this world and the hereafter. 
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