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accept all our deeds and to grant us His forgiveness Amin
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Islamic Religious Council of Singapore
Friday Sermon
12 March 2010 / 26 Rabiul Awal 1431

Religious Resilience in our Contemporary Life
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Dear Blessed Congregation,
Let us remain truly conscious of Allah s.w.t. through taqwa. Perform all our duties to Him, and refrain from all His prohibitions. 
Increase our iman and faith, by understanding and appreciating the Greatness of Allah s.w.t. Let us build our faith upon the strong foundations of  comprehensive knowledge and profound understanding.
Dear Brothers,
Iman or faith will move people to do good and to succeed in life. If we are blessed by Allah s.w.t. with a sincere and resilient faith in Him, we will be champions of goodness in our lives. 
Therefore, we need to always examine the state of our iman or faith. In our modern context, we are exposed to many issues on a daily basis. Infact, our lives revolve around them. These include global issues and scientific and technological advancements. Our challenge will continue to grow, as we seek to inculcate a profound, well-established and resilient faith. This applies especially to the faith of our children and our young.  
For example, as we speak of the Oneness of Allah, our faith and believe will be resilient and will not easily be shaken, if we have built this faith on a deep understanding of the Holy Quran and the Prophetic traditions (Sunnah). Our faith will be much stronger, and more resilient, when we are able to provide rational and scientific arguments and proofs for our belief. 
When we begin to increase our understanding of religion in such manner, especially within the context of our modern world and life today, we will become Muslims who have the quality and ability to practice Islam in the best possible manner. 
Dear Blessed Congregation,
Let us listen to the approach of Prophet Ibrahim a.s. as he seeks to strengthen his iman and belief in Allah s.w.t, as stated in surah Al-An’am verses 75-79:
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Which means: “Thus did We show Abraham the kingdom of the heavens and the earth that he might be of those possessing certainty: When the night grew dark upon him he beheld a star. He said: This is my Lord. But when it set, he said: I love not things that set. When he saw the moon rising in splendour, he said: "This is my Lord." But when the moon set, He said: "unless my Lord guide me, I shall surely be among those who go astray. When he saw the sun rising in splendour, he said: "This is my Lord; this is the greatest (of all)." But when the sun set, he said: "O my people! I am indeed free from your (guilt) of giving partners to Allah. For me, I have set my face, firmly and truly, towards Him Who created the heavens and the earth, and never shall I give partners to Allah."
Dear Brothers,
We can derive very important lessons from these verses: 
First: The need to maximise our intellectual strength and our senses to appreciate and understand the universe, in our effort to strengthen faith. The divine revelations as manifested in the verses above, point towards rational and critical thinking that will further augment and bolster our understanding of Islam. 
Second: An example of how the Prophet Ibrahim a.s adopted a gradual approach in inculcating deep faith in his people. He started by thinking that the moon, stars and the celestial bodies are great things that could be his god, but gradually guided his people to believing in Allah s.w.t. as The One and Only God, who created these heavenly bodies. 
Similarly, we find how our beloved Prophet s.a.w. strived to build a resilient faith in the companions for 13 years in Mekah. The ritual obligations became the focus only after the Prophet s.a.w. migrated to Madinah, when the faith and belief in Islam had grown and become resilient. 
Dear Blessed Congregation,
As such, for us to increase our iman, we must work hard, spend time, and increase our understanding and knowledge. Our knowledge should not be limited to only religious knowledge, but we need to understand scientific advancements, including rational and logical thinking processes, as explained in the Quran and the Prophetic Sunnah, so as to appreciate these sources within our modern context. 
This is in line with the role of Islam as a religion that does not conflict with rational human thinking. So let us increase our iman by observing and appreciating His creations, and by studying and understanding the Holy Quran. May our iman and faith become more resilient, and may we be blessed with an honourable status in the sight of Allah, both in this world and the hereafter, Amin. 
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