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Developing an Islamic Intellectual Tradition by 
Embracing Diversity in Views
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Dear blessed Friday congregation,
Let us be truly conscious of Allah s.w.t. through taqwa. Perform all our duties. Refrain from all His prohibitions. Let us be guided by the values of rahmah (compassion) and ihsan (kindness), love and care between us, and helping one another in all things that will bring goodness. 
In Islam, the relationship between us (i.e. our ukhuwwah) is viewed as a sacred thing. Allah s.w.t says in surah al-Hujuraat verse 10:

[image: image3.png]LA s e B s L)

a2

P





Which means: “The believers are but brothers, therefore make peace between your brothers (who are in dispute) and be conscious of Allah that mercy may be had on you.”
My dear brothers,
It is part of Allah’s wisdom that we are all created with differences and unique in our own ways, in our personalities, attitudes, interests and inclinations, and hence, our own thinking on many things. This different nature of ours will certainly lead to different viewpoints that each one of us may hold on certain matters. 
Therefore, as long as we live in this world, there will be differences and diversity between us, human beings. We have to accept this reality. Allah s.w.t. explains that it is only in paradise later that everyone will be united and there shall be no differences. In surah Al-Hijr verse 47, Allah s.w.t. explains:
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Which means: “And We shall remove from their hearts any lurking sense of rancour: (they will be) brothers (joyfully) facing each other on thrones (of dignity).”
According to Syeikh Wahbah al-Zuhaily in explaining this verse in his Tafsir al-Munir, there will always be differences among human beings in this world.
My dear brothers, 

This diversity and differences should be handled with an open mind. We should embrace this diversity, one in which ideas are dicussed with its appropriate basis and evidence. When we do this, we grow and develop in our thinking, and we will become intellectually richer. 
Difference of views also allow us to check and balance in finding solutions to problems in a fair and equitable manner. 
This openness to diversity and different viewpoints done in a respectful manner, had sparked the intellectual tradition of Islam in the Middle Ages, and inspired the spirit of learning among the early Muslim scholars. 
For example, this intellectual tradition led to the formation of one of the biggest and most popular libraries in the medieval world, “Baitul Hikmah” (the House of Wisdom), which also served as a translation centre during the reign of the Abbasids in Baghdad. It was considered a centre for intellectual and civilisational development during the “Golden Age” of Islam. It was here that scholars flocked together to translate, debate and discuss.  

My dear brothers,
Dealing with diversity and difference in viewpoints requires us to have a positive and constructive attitude. This means we are prepared to embrace it, because we perceive it as a rahmah (blessing) that will facilitate and benefit our lives as Muslims. 
We can only achieve this, if we discuss and debate in an ethical and matured manner, with full of love and respect for one another, viewing others are equally striving to serve the ummah through their ideas and opinions.
When we engage one another, we must also ensure that the discussion is guided by certain established principles and with the proper references, as laid down by the early scholars, and not those that purely emanate from our desires.
Guided with sincerity to contribute towards goodness for all, such discussions will yield positive outcomes. But if we do it for other reasons, or for our own gains, normally such differences will lead to hatred and friction between us. We must be reminded by our Holy Prophet s.a.w. when he says: 
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Which means:“Do not hate, nor harbour envy, nor have enmity, for others, but be brothers as the servants of Allah.” Hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari. 
Imam Hassan al-Banna in his book Majma’ al-Rasail called upon Muslims to “learn to be soft in our attitudes towards others, be prepared to forgive one another for any differences between us, and respect others if they have different viewpoints.” 
The Prophet s.a.w. explained through his Sunnah the importance of accepting different viewpoints. Imam Bukhari and Muslim reported that the Prophet s.a.w. had advised those involved in a battle not to perform the Asar prayers until they reach the tribe of Bani Quraizah.  
From this Prophetic injunction, a group of companions held the opinion that they ought to perform the prayers in their travel, because they interpreted the Prophet’s words to mean the importance of performing the prayers, even if they have not reached the destination. 
Another group of companions held on to the Prophetic’s advice literally, that they shall not perform the prayers until they reached the tribe of Bani Quraizah. When referred to the Prophet s.a.w., he did not fault any of them, showing his acceptance of their different interpretations of his advice. 
Dear brothers, 
Therefore, let us internalise the importance of having a positive attitude in accepting diversity of viewpoints. At the same time, we must be guided by moral and ethical guidelines. With such an approach, InshaAllah, we will be able to create an intellectual tradition that will make our community knowledgeable, matured, and at the same time, full of rahmah and ihsan for one another. 
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