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17 November 2010 / 10 Zulhijjah 1431

The Story of Sayyidatina Hajar ‘Alaihas Salam – Her Sacrifices In Raising A Family 
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Dear beloved congregants of Allah,
On the morning of this blessed festive day, let us all extend our utmost gratitude to Allah, the Almighty. It is because of His Grace and His Blessings that we are able to experience the sweetness of faith, the blessings of good fortune, and the joy of experiencing life with our family.

Therefore on this blessed morning, I wish to invite you to reflect upon the story of a family who was willing to sacrifice everything that was valuable to them for the sake of obeying the commands of Allah s.w.t.

Let us imagine the situation of a mother who was to be left alone with a suckling child in the middle of an arid desert. In that environment, there is not even a single form of vegetation or any human habitation. With only the minimum supplies of a few pieces of dates and some water, the woman then asked her husband:

“Did Allah command you to do this?” (that means to leave her all alone with her child). When her husband replied her question in the affirmative, she then responded with calmness and confidence: “Verily, Allah will never neglect us.” Hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari. 
Equipped with a profound sense of confidence and perseverance of heart, that woman then returned to her child and they were both left all alone in the middle of that barren desert area. Let us all imagine, brothers and sisters, the strength of faith residing within that woman, who was willing to be left all alone in the middle of an arid desert, for the sake of obeying the command of her Lord.

After being there for a while, eventually all supplies of food and drinks finally ran out. However, the woman never gave up hope, or complaint in anger for being left in such a miserable state. On the other hand, she intensified her efforts to look for someone or something that may help them both to survive.
Dear congregants blessed by Allah,

The woman is none other than Sayyidatina Hajar a.s., who never gave up expecting the blessings of Allah, and who was convinced that there must be a blessing and secret behind every kinds of test which befell her. The secret behind this particular event was explained in Surah Ibrahim verse 37:
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Which means: ”O our Lord! I have made some of my offspring to dwell in a valley without cultivation, by Thy Sacred House; in order, O our Lord, that they may establish regular Prayer: so fill the hearts of some among humans with love towards them, and feed them with fruits: so that they may give thanks.”

Indeed, the blessed reward for her perseverance and sacrifice is that Sayyidatina Hajar a.s. was able to build over a more meaningful beginning for her with her young child. The place which was initially barren, was then blessed with sustenance from the source of an unlimited supply of water, inhabited by humankind, grew prosperous and eventually was transformed into the center for the spread of the religion of Islam. Sayyidatina Hajar a.s. continued to stay there with her son, until his father returned to them to stay with them.

Hajar a.s.’s son eventually grew up to be a man of excellent moral character, and someone who was of utmost taqwa to Allah s.w.t. He was then tested by Allah s.w.t. with a piece of news that would frighten anyone who were to receive or hear it. This event was recorded by Allah s.w.t. in Surah As-Shaffaat verse 102:
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Which means: “And [one day,] when [the child] had become old enough to share in his [father’s] endeavours, the latter said: “O my dear son! I have seen in a dream that I should sacrifice you: consider, then, what would be your view!” [The son] answered: “O my father! Do as you are commanded: you will find me, if God so wills, among those who are patient in adversity!” 

Let us reflect upon the strength and the level of faith and taqwa which is enshrined within the life of this young man, who was willing to sacrifice his own life for the sake of obeying Allah s.w.t.

This young man is none other than Prophet Ismail a.s., the son of Sayyidatina Hajar a.s. He is a Prophet of Allah who always speaks the truth and who is bestowed by His Blessings. He willingly and completely gave his life to his father so that he can comply with the commandments of his Lord, and to perform his task as a Prophet, without any excuses, questions or feelings of fear.

The father who has been given the test of sacrificing his own beloved son, is none other than Prophet Ibrahim a.s., a Prophet of Allah who is one of those within the Ulul ’Azmi amongst the Messengers. Verily, there is no greater challenge and no greater test, apart from the command to sacrifice one’s own child in order to fulfil the command of Allah s.w.t., and verily, the reward for the sacrifice of these two pious men is security from Allah s.w.t. and manifold of His Rewards and of His Blessings.

Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar,

Allahu Akbar Wa Lillahil Hamd

Dear congregants blessed by Allah, 

The stories of sacrifies taken from each of these three characters brings with them pearls of knowledge as well as guides to wisdom which are relevant to our lives. On this blessed morning which is full of Allah’s forgiveness, let us reflect upon some of these valuable lessons so that we can contemplate them together.

The first lesson is that the faiths of both Sayyidatina Hajar and Prophet Ismail a.s. on the benefits of obeying all the commandments of Allah s.w.t. is that it creates a sense of calmness and peace to their lives despite being faced with seemingly insurmountable challenges. 

Dear congregants, this situation reflects to us the importance of instilling and enhancing strong faith within the family. As a result, it has brought abut calmness and tranquility to family relations. It helps to produce strong family ties and family spirit, and at the same time, a family that is resilient in facing life’s challenges together.

There are many ways in which we can strengthen the faith of ourself and that of our families’ in our daily lifes. We can enliven the culture of obeying the commandments of Allah s.w.t. such as the performance of congregational prayer at home, which we should have began since the early period of our marriage life, and we continue to perform with our children since they are at a young age.

We can also develop this through performing outdoor activities with our family members. For example, we can go for a tour to a location which is laden with many natural beauty full of flora and fauna. Apart from strengthening our family relations, it is also an opportunity for us to explain the greatness of Allah s.w.t. in creating our natural environment and the other various creatures.

Similarly, we can pursue knowledge by visiting the science centre to observe and acquaint ourselves with the planetary and solar systems, and along with it, instill a feeling of love to the Creator of this world. It will be better if we can also relate these experiences with the appreciation of the relevant verses of the Quran. On the other hand, for the younger children, sharing the history and stories of Rasulullah s.a.w or the stories of other Prophets with our family members will enhance the feeling of our children’s love for them and ensure that their faith to Allah s.w.t. will be rooted in their minds.

The second valuable lesson which we can derive from this story is, the role of Sayyidatina Hajar a.s. in educating and being a role model in the formation of Prophet Ismail a.s. character and personality, by willingly sacrificing herself for the sake of complying with the commandments of Allah s.w.t.

Let us observe, how Sayyidatina Hajar a.s. still remains determined to educate and show the best example to her son, Ismail a.s. despite the absense of her beloved husband by her side at that time. That did not become a hurdle for Sayyidatina Hajar a.s. to persevere in complying with Allah’s commands, and her commitment in seeking for assistance for herself and for her son.

We can see from this story the importance of a mother’s role  in raising and educating her child. A child does not only require the physical touch and the maternal emotional support from his mother, but also in educating him in the religion and in reflecting noble moral characteristics.

There is no doubt that the strength of faith which is enshrined within Hajar a.s. was built over time when she was by the side of Prophet Ibraham a.s. This also highlights the importance of the role of a husband in nurturing good moral values to his wife, who in turns, will pass these values to their children whom they will raise and nurture in the future. 

The success of Hajar a.s. in raising her son Ismail a.s. to become a man of faith and taqwa until he becomes a Prophet and Messenger later in his life, is not an easy achievement. It is more amazing when we consider that Hajar had to raise Ismail a.s. all on her own for a few years without the support of a father by his side.

This should be a story of inspiration to all mothers, particularly to groups of single mothers, or to wives who have to be apart from their husbands due to particular circumstances, irrespective of whether it is due to work commitments, or in the pursuit of education etc.

The absence of a husband in helping to raise and educate our children, clearly is something which is difficult and challenging. However, it cannot be a hurdle or an excuse for us to raise our children to become someone who is deep in faith, taqwa and successful in their education.

Let us put aside some of our limited time, with quality activities with our children. Let us attend parenting courses. Let us learn from the experiences of succesful single mothers. Insha Allah, with our commitment and perseverance, all things which are initially difficult will become easier over time. Especially, if we couple our efforts with goodness and prayers to Allah s.w.t.

The third lesson which I wish to share on this blessed morning of Eidul Adha is the profound confidence shown by Hajar a.s. towards the blessings and the protection accorded by Allah s.w.t. 

Dear beloved congregants, when Sayyidatina Hajar a.s. discovered that the command given to Prophet Ibrahim a.s. to leave her in the barren desert came from Allah s.w.t., Hajar’s anxiety and anger was calmed. This is because Hajar a.s. was confident that Allah s.w.t. will not abandon and waste the efforts of His beloved creations who perservere to obey His Commandments. This confidence inflamed her spirit to continue being patient and to continue to strive.

This confidence and principle was also cultivated and formed in the characteristics of her child, Prophet Ismail a.s. This was exemplified clearly when Prophet Ismail a.s. was asked to sacrifice himself, he was calm and confident because the command came from Allah s.w.t.

It is also clear that the role of a mother is a very important one. A mother’s efforts in raising and instilling good moral values in her children, is equally important to the role of a father. Let us then imagine, if this role is carried out together between them, definitely it will produce a profound and great effect on our children.

Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar,

Allahu Akbar Wa Lillahil Hamd

Dear blessed congregant , 

Wouldn’t it be beautiful if we can emulate the values as being shown by Sayyidatina Hajar and her son Prophet Ismail a.s. in complying and obeying the commands of Allah s.w.t.

When we are faced with challenges which we find difficult to bear, let us be confident that the blessings of Allah is always opened for those who are patient and for those who persevere. When we find it difficult to perform our ibadah, such as the performance of our prayers in the middle of a busy schedule, let us remember the strive of Prophet Ismail a.s. in carrying out the commandments of Allah s.w.t. to the extent of willingly sacrificing his own life.

Indeed, the story of this noble family has given us many examples for us to follow. Good moral values will not only help us to build a happy family, but it also becomes a platform for us to build a faithful and a successful community.

Before I end today’s khutbah, let us reflect together the prayers of Prophet Ibrahim and Prophet Ismail a.s. which was recorded by Allah s.w.t. in Surah Al-Baqarah verse 128. 

Let us hope that we will be practice this when we pray. Allah s.w.t said:
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Meaning:  “Our Lord! Make us both submissive to You and (raise) from our offspring a nation submitting to You, and show us our ways of devotion and turn to us (mercifully), surely You are the Oft-Returning, Most Merciful.”

O Allah! On this blessed day, let us remain humble to You. Grant us the perseverance of Sayyidatina Hajar a.s. Develop in our hearts and in the hearts of our families, the faith of Prophet Ismail a.s. Beautify our souls, Ya Allah Ya Latif Ya Halim, with the tawakkal of Prophet Ibrahim a.s. Give us Your Guidance in building a strong family. Protect our parents, spouses and children from all evils in this world and in the hereafter. Make us be amongst your woshippers who are grateful to You, Ya Allah. Place us amongst those who receive Your Pleasure and Your Paradise. Amin Ya Rabbal ’Alamin.
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Second Sermon
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