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Al-Hayaa’ – Appreciating the Importance of the Characteristic of Modesty
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My dear blessed Friday jemaah,

Alhamdulillah, we are still given the opportunity by Allah s.w.t. to serve Him today, in this new hijrah year. With the coming of every Muharram, let us be reminded that we are getting closer to our time of separation from this world. Therefore, my dear brothers, let us continue to strive towards inculcating our taqwa to Allah s.w.t. Let us ensure that we do not ignore what Allah has commanded, and that we leave behind everything that He has prohibited. Hopefully, with the advent of every new Muharram, we will become a better Muslim who is closer to Allah s.w.t. and Rasulullah s.a.w.

My honoured jemaah,

Today, I wish to share with you one simple characteristic that we can apply for ourselves, or for some parents to instill in their children.

If we lack this attitude within ourselves, it may lead to the wrath of Allah. In fact, the lack of this attitude will make it easier for one to incline toward performing sins. Without this characteristic, it will make us to be less sensitive to the adverse effects and to the consequences that follow.

What is the characteristic that is diminishing from our society, my dear brothers? We are reminded by Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. regarding this matter. He said:
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Meaning: "If you do not feel ashamed of anything, then you can do whatever you like.”  Hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari.

This simple hadith carries a very profound meaning. Rasulullah s.a.w. reminded us that this characteristic of modesty is the guide to the life of a believer. Without this sense of shame, we will act according to our fancies, without regard to any limits, repercussions or laws that have been prescribed by Allah s.w.t.

It is not surprising therefore, that someone who has no shame will be a potential candidate who will not know any bounds or etiquettes. He will then be inclined to perform evil deeds. Imam Ibnul Qayyim rahimahullah in his book ‘Ad-Daa’ Wa Ad-Dawaa’ said: “This (characteristic of shame) is the origin of all good works, and the absence (of this characteristic of shame) will result in the absence of any good works.”
My dear beloved brothers,

A Mukmin or a believer whose heart and soul is conscious that Allah is constantly watching his every action will pause to think before he acts and behaves. This is because he feels shy and embarrassed before his Lord who created him. In fact, at the moment when he raised his hands to perform a sinful act, his faith will remind him of the prohibitions of Allah, the Almighty.

He will be ashamed of using the gifts of Allah to perform sins. Remember the admonishment of the Prophet s.a.w. when he was explaining a hadith narrated by ‘Abdullah Bin Mas’ud r.a.  on the meaning behind the feeling of “shame before Allah”:

From Abdullah bin Mas’ud, he said: Rasulullah s.a.w. said: “Be ashamed of Allah, Oh people, in the truest sense of shame.” We asked: “O Messenger of Allah! Verily we are indeed ashamed, Alhamdulillah! (All Praises be to Allah). Rasulullah s.a.w. then said: “That is not it, but being ashamed before Allah in the truest sense of the word is that you protect your mind and all that is in it, you protect your stomach and all that is in it, and you must remember death and destruction. He who desires the Hereafter and leave behind all worldly pleasures, and whosoever does so, feels ashamed (before Allah) is the truest sense of shame.” Hadith narrated by Imam Tirmidzi.
My dear blessed jemaah,

The distinction of this characteristic of modesty has been immortalized by Allah s.w.t. through the story of a young lady who met with Prophet Musa a.s. This story was mentioned in the Al-Quran in surah Al-Qasas verse 25: 
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Meaning: “Then there came unto him one of the two women, walking shyly. She said: Verily! My father invites you, that he may reward you with a payment for having watered (the flock) for us. Then, when he came unto him and told him the (whole) story, he said: Fear not! You have escaped from the wrongdoing folk.” 

Let us observe the beauty in the mannerism and etiquette of Prophet Syu’aib’s daughter, which is shaped by her sense of humility and modesty. This is how we must also be.
My dear brothers,

If we reflect upon our lives today, we will find that not many among our community have understood the concept of humility and being ashamed before Allah s.w.t. For example, dressing in scantily-cladded and revealing clothes has become a norm for some of Muslimah today. In fact, immoral acts between partners are common-sights, be it at work or in public places, they are done in the open without any feeling of shame or shyness.
Furthermore, such indecent and immoral acts which clearly transgresses the Syariah, are shown openly through social media such as Facebook and others, which seems to be a cause of pride among youths. Similarly, intimate photos of couples, including potential brides and bridegrooms who are yet to undergo the nikah are displayed during their wedding functions.
Such actions and behaviours are clearly against the syariah, as mentioned by Rasulullah s.a.w. which means: “All of my ummah will be forgiven except those who openly commit sins. Among them was a man who at nighttime perform one act of immorality yet Allah covered his shame, but when the morning came, he said: ‘Oh So and so, last night I had done this and that.’ During the night his Lord had covered his shame, but when the morning comes, he opened what has already been covered.” Hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari dan Muslim.
Therefore, my dear beloved brothers, what is the solution for us to regain back this characteristic of humility and modesty? How do we inculcate this into our daily lives?
Verily, this characteristic of humility and modesty will not exist if not for one’s taqwa as its foundation. So, the first thing we need to do is to remind ourselves that nothing we do can escape from the observations of Allah s.w.t. Everything we do will have its appropriate repercussions from Him. Allah s.w.t. says in surah Al-Baqarah verse 235:
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Meaning: “And know that Allah Knows what is in your hearts, and take heed of Him; and know that Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Forbearing.” 

In addition, we must also realize that the attitude of shame before Allah s.w.t. does not exists automatically. It needs to be cultivated. It needs to be nurtured and inculcated within ourselves. In fact, this needs to be done beginning at the young age.
This is important so that our children will be trained to have a sense of humility and modesty, so that it will adorn our selves till adulthood. We should raise awareness for the respect and dignity of our own physical bodies, to be matched with appropriate morals and etiquettes since a young. Indirectly, that will lead to a sense of shame and embarrassment from exposing our bodies with revealing clothes.
May Allah s.w.t. make us His slaves who are protected by a sense of shame towards Him. Hopefully, we are then able to cultivate ourselves and our children so that they will feel ashamed to commit any act of transgressions, sins and evil deeds. May Allah s.w.t. be pleased with us all. 

[image: image6.png]



2

