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Developing Taqwa In The Human Life
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My dear blessed Friday jemaah,

Let me take this opportunity to remind myself and all of you today on the importance of taqwa to Allah s.w.t. The true meaning of taqwa is that we submit to all of Allah’s commandments and avoid all of His prohibitions, as well as to be grateful for His blessings and His mercies.

Dear honourable jemaah,

The concept of taqwa that I have just mentioned is a constant reminder to our hearts and our ears; particularly since this is done by the khatib at the beginning of every Friday sermon.

The reminder of taqwa in every Friday sermon is compulsory, or wajib, as it forms part of the requirements of the Friday prayers. Hence, we are reminded of it during every Friday sermon. It is so important that, failing which, the Friday sermon will not be valid nor be accepted by Allah.

The theme of taqwa is reinforced in the Quran as early as the second verse of surah Al-Baqarah, right after Allah s.w.t explained to us to the concept of His Lordship in surah Al-Fatihah In surah Al-Baqarah verse 2, The Almighty Allah revealed:  
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Meaning: “This is the Book (Al-Quran); in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to those who are taqwa.” 

With these constant and regular reminders on the importance of taqwa, from Friday sermons, to religious class and talks, have we ever asked ourselves what exactly constitute the meaning of taqwa? How do we open our hearts and humble our souls for taqwa to be internalised in ourselves for the sake of Allah s.w.t.?
On this blessed occasion, I wish to elaborate in clear detail the introduction to the concept of taqwa for us to ponder together.
My respected brothers,
We often hear that taqwa is defined as the fear of Allah s.w.t. However, it must come together with the feeling of deep affection and love towards Allah s.w.t.  

Some of the reasons are:

First: The Quran tells us that Allah s.w.t. prefers to introduce Himself as a God who is the Most Compassionate and the Most Merciful, compared to his other names and attributes. This is clear with the opening verse of the Quran itself:
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Meaning: “In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate and the Most Merciful.”  Surah Al-Fatihah verse 1. 
Have we ever pondered why Allah did not introduce himself earlier on with characteristics of Al-Muntaqim (The One who punishes), Al-Mudzil (The One who debases), Al-Mutakabbir (The One who is proud), or Al-Mundzir (The One who admonishes)?

This is because Allah s.w.t. prefers His relationship with his servants to be built on the basis of love and affection, and not on the basis of fear or intimidation. Allah s.w.t. wants Himself to be liked and loved by His servants, and not to be feared.

Second: The word taqwa is taken from the Arabic word ‘waqa’ - and among its meanings are to preserve, protect and improve.
But, what is it that needs to be preserved, protected and improved? It is our own selves. We need to be preserved, protected and improved upon.

However, what is that we need to improve from? It is from the failure of achieving the desired success in this world and the paradise of Allah s.w.t. in the hereafter.
Our next question is, how do we achieve that? It is by performing and implementing all of Allah’s commandments and striving to avoid all His prohibitions.

If we reflect carefully upon the reasons and explanations that I have mentioned, all of these have very little to do with fear. Instead, if we associate Allah’s desire to be known as the Most Compassionate and the Most Merciful to this meaning of taqwa, we will come to the conclusion that Allah s.w.t. wishes for us to submit to Him out of our love for Him, and not merely out of the fear or threats of punishment.
Performing our duty with taqwa due to our love for Allah is a positive motivation, whereas if we do them out of fear of His punishment, it is henceforth a negative motivation.
Although both of these may produce the same set of actions, but it has different psychological effects on humankind. It directly shapes our relationship and attitude with Allah s.w.t. In addition, it also affects the way we invite others to submit to Allah s.w.t.
The simplest analogy that we can use to exemplify this concept is in the way we educate our children. Clearly, there is a significant difference if we encourage our children to study hard based on their deep interest in searching for knowledge and their love for their parents, as opposed to encouraging them to study hard based on fear and threats of punishment from their parents.

If we teach our children to perform worldly matters based on their love and on their passion, why can’t we do the same on issues of worship and our relationships with Allah?
Therefore, my dear brothers, let us know Allah better and introduce Allah to others as the Most Merciful. Let us perform our obligations to Him out of our need for His love and as a sign of our love for Him. Finally, let us remind each other of the message of taqwa as a message of love, and not as a message of punishment.
Al-Quran frequently described the role of the Prophets as that of ‘Basyir’ that is bearer of good news, instead of ‘Nadzir’ that is a warner. The scholars have also opined that as a matter of principle, ‘Targhib’, that is positive motivation takes precedence over ‘Tarhib’ that is negative motivation.
My dear beloved jemaah,

What we have discussed earlier concerns the understanding of taqwa. However, knowledge alone is inadequate. Islam demands that we translate such understanding into some form of actions or deeds.

How do we then manifest this understanding of taqwa and internalize it in every of our actions? 
Let us reflect on the words of Allah in surah Al-Baqarah verses 3-4 that explains on who are the people of taqwa, as referred to in the previous verse:
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Meaning: “Who believe in the Unseen, are steadfast in prayer, and spend out of what We have provided for them; And who believe in the revelation sent to you, and sent before your time, and (in their hearts) have the assurance of the Hereafter.”

This verse explains the characteristics that must be present in the hearts of those who have taqwa:
First, to believe in the one God and in the unseen, such as the angels, to believe in issues related to the Hereafter and all of other aspects that constitutes the six articles of faith.

Second, taqwa is borne out of a specific deed, particularly referring to the deed of prayers (solat), which is also a symbol of the relationship of human being with God, or hablun minallah.
Third, it is also borne in the form of infaq or charitable deeds such as the obligatory zakat or the voluntary donations. This means that one who have taqwa is not only someone who is pious, performs specific deeds and is responsive in his relationship with God. But, he is also someone who constantly contributes to the betterment of others and maintains good relationships with other people, or hablun minannas.

Fourth, taqwa must also be manifested in the form of obedience to the scriptures that Allah has revealed, and for us in our time it is the Quran. Generally, this means that in order to achieve taqwa, one must make the Quran as his guide. The lessons therein need to be understood, and not only memorised or to be read without implementation.
Hopefully, with the understanding of the characteristic of taqwa, all who are present here today, irrespective of whether you are an adult, teenager or youth, will continue to strive to identify and discover the love of Allah s.w.t. May our efforts bring us to the pleasure of Allah s.w.t. and His eternal paradise. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.
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My dear Muslims blessed by Allah,
Let us have taqwa to Allah s.w.t. We must always remember that our life on this earth is merely transient, and the hereafter is more absolute and everlasting. Therefore, let us make our due preparations for the Day of Account.
My dear brothers,
As mentioned in the first sermon earlier, one of the foundations of taqwa is that a Muslim is not only striving to achieve the pleasure of Allah, or strengthening his hablun minallah, but he is equally striving toward achieving beautiful relationships with other humankind, or hablun minannas.
At the same time, our assistance is not merely limited by financial help alone. In fact, this can be achieved by giving them friendly advice, motivation or to refer them to relevant bodies or authorities that are able to help ease their burdens.
Henceforth, in our efforts to improve hablun minallah and hablun minannas, let us utilise the unique features of our mosques, that are expanding its functions with multifaceted services.  
My dear brothers, let us look and ponder on our mosques today. Alhamdulillah, with strong support from all of you as member of the Muslim community, our mosques today not only function as a place of worship to draw worshippers closer to Allah, but also serves as a platform for us to perform our social activities and as a place that enable us to contribute to community around us. 

Let each and everyone of us, together with our family members continue our pursuit of taqwa by regularly making ourselves available in mosque, making the mosque as our frequent destination. Let us together make our mosques as the source to increase our spirituality and alleviate our level of taqwa, as a the centre for community guidance and also as a platform for the development of human life. Allah says in surah At-Taubah verse 18: 
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Meaning: “The mosques of Allah shall be visited and maintained by such as who believe in Allah and the Last Day, establish regular prayers, and practice regular charity, and fear none (at all) except Allah. It is they who are on true guidance.”
May our noble intentions to improve ourselves be rewarded by Allah by making us among those who internalize taqwa and receive guidance from Allah s.w.t. Amin.
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