[image: image11.png]



Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura

Friday Sermon

30 December 2011 / 04 Safar 1433
Maintaining Trust In Humankind
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A Positive Mind as a Catalyst for Progressiveness
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My dear brothers,
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Dear Jemaah blessed by Allah,

Have taqwa to Allah s.w.t. in the truest sense of taqwa: one that generates appreciation and love for Allah. This taqwa should lead us to perform all of His commandments, and avoid all of His prohibitions.

My dear blessed Jemaah,

In this last Friday of 2011, I wish to invite you to jointly reflect upon one verse directed to us by Allah s.w.t., as a reminder and a lesson for us all. Allah s.w.t. says in surah Al-Ahzaab verse 72: 
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Meaning: “We did indeed offer the Trust to the Heavens and the Earth and the Mountains; but they refused to undertake it, being afraid of it: but man undertook it. He was indeed unjust and foolish.”

In this particular verse, Allah s.w.t. explained that every other creation of Allah s.w.t. such as the heavens, the earth and the mountains which are far stronger and larger than human beings, were not ready to undertake the Amanah or trust that was offered to them. The Amanah referred to here is complying to the laws and commendments set out by Allah s.w.t. The heavens, the earth and the mountains refused to accept this Amanah, not because of their disobedience to Allah s.w.t., or because they are not expecting any great rewards from Him. It is because they realized the gravity of this responsibility, and their worry that their inability to perform it well will result in Allah’s displeasure.
Such is the weight of carrying out this Amanah, that the mountains crumbled out of fear from the command of Allah s.w.t. This is clearly recorded in surah Al-Hasyr verse 21:
[image: image4.png]5 oo

Al

FERES J’;alz;ﬁll.’muf 3
=) e

Za

N




Meaning: “Had We sent down this Quran on a mountain, you would certainly have seen it falling down, splitting asunder because of the fear of Allah, and We set forth these parables to men that they may reflect.”

Surely, my dear brothers, mankind being the chosen creation of Allah s.w.t. to perform His Amanah, Allah has provided for him some ability to uphold this heavy Amanah. Thus, men of noble character and trustworthiness, were born into the world,. This is evident through the story behind the revelation of verse 58 of surah An-Nisa’, in which Allah s.w.t. says:
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Meaning: “Surely Allah commands you to make over trusts to their owners, and that when you judge between people you judge them with justice; Verily, Allah admonishes you with what is excellent; Indeed Allah is All-Seeing, All-Hearing.”
According to ‘Tafsir Ibnu Kathir’, this verse was revealed about a companion named ‘Uthman Bin Talhah Bin Abi Talhah, whose descendants hold the key to the Ka’bah up to this day. It relates to the incident when Rasulullah s.a.w. borrowed from ‘Uthman the keys to the Ka’bah during the conquest of Mecca, and thereafter returned it back to him.
It was narrated in the sirah book ‘Ar-Raheeq Al-Makhtum’, that when Sayyidina ‘Ali Bin Abi Talib r.a. rose to meet Rasulullah s.a.w. while he was holding the keys to the Ka’bah. He said: “Dear Rasulullah s.a.w., assign the duties of taking care of the Ka’bah and the responsibility of providing water to the pilgrims to us, so that Allah will give His selawat to you.” (In another narration, it was referred to Abbas r.a.)

The Prophet then replied: “Where is ‘Uthman Bin Talhah?” ‘Uthman Bin Talhah was then presented to Rasulullah, who continued to say: “Here is the key for you, for today is a day of goodness and a day for me to fulfill my promise.” According to the narration of Ibn Saad in his book ‘Tabaqat’, the Prophet, when handing over the keys, said: “Take this key for life, it will not be confiscated from you except from an oppressor. Verily, Allah has placed this trust upon us, and eat from what you get from this house of Allah in goodness.” Thereafter, the Prophet s.a.w. then read the verse from surah An-Nisaa’ above.

We can derive two main important lessons from this event:
Firstly, the importance of carrying out an Amanah with honesty, fairness and equity, in line with our responsibilities.

As a leader, the Prophet s.a.w. could have exercised his authority or discretion to surrender the keys of the Ka’bah to anyone he so wishes. However, on the basis of trust, the Prophet insisted on returning the keys to its owner who lent it to him, that is ‘Uthman Bin Talhah Bin Abi Talhah. This is despite the request from his cousins Sayyidina ‘Abbas r.a. and Sayyidina ‘Ali r.a. for the honour to be given to their families.
This is a character that we should all emulate. We must make decisions in a fair and equitable manner, based on qualifications and capabilities as the amanah demands, and not based on ranking or influential connections.

Secondly, upholding an Amanah constitutes a praised, noble character and is a duty upon every man.

The decision that Rasulullah s.a.w. made was also motivated by his deliberate consideration that ‘Uthman was the most appropriate person to hold the key. This is because, for generations, it was the family of ‘Uthman and his descendants who have always been the keeper of the key and have been serving the hajj pilgrims. Furthermore, ‘Uthman was an honest and trustworthy person.
It is clear, therefore, that being trustworthy is a noble trait and is an important characteristic that must exist in every one of us. It does not only merit a high position in the eyes of our religion, but it is also an important asset to have in this world, to be exercised in our daily obligations like at the workplace or organization. 
Without this important trait, it is not surprising that, from time to time, we see incidences of a breach of trust, resulting from the abuse of power or position. 

Being trustworthy is not only limited to our workplace, it must also be inculcated within our families. Particularly for every head of the family, he or she must be able to plan wisely for the affairs of the household. This includes ensuring that all of the family’s expenses and requirements are met. For example, it is better to allocate the bonus that we received this December for our children’s school needs and expenses, than spending it excessively on recreational activities such as holiday vacations, such that we are left with not enough for more important needs like our children’s education. Ensuring that we give priority to our family’s needs is part of the trust and obligation that has been entrusted to us as parents.

[image: image1.jpg]


Hopefully, by being trustworthy in our lives, we will become more responsible, respected and loved, not only by man, but more importantly, in the sight of Allah s.w.t. Amin.
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Dear brothers,

Remain conscious of Allah, and remember that our life on earth is temporary, and the hereafter is truly everlasting. Let’s prepare ourselves for the day we meet our Creator, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.

My dear brothers,

As Muslims and members of the world community, we should be deeply affected with the recent catastrophe that has befallen on the Southern Philippines. Latest updates on the tragedy reported thousands of thousands of people in the Philippines have been displaced and lost their source of income and is in dire need of basic daily necessities. 

Their agony and distraught is beyond our imagination, especially for those living in the rural areas. It is indeed a challenge to rebuild the lives of those affected by the flooding. Certainly, we ought not to just imagine their plight. Instead, let us pray hard for their safety. Let us pray that Allah grants them His help and patience to face these trying moments.

Apart from our prayers, we can radiate our care and ‘ihsan’ for them by contributing in ways that will help to lighten their sufferings. For that, from today 30th December 2011 to 5th January 2012, the Rahmatan Lil Alamin (Blessings to All) Foundation in collaboration with mosques in Singapore will be organising a special collection at all our mosques to contribute towards humanitarian relief efforts in the Southern Philippines.
Let us therefore contribute to our best ability. May this contribution bring hope to the victims of this disaster.
Let us pray for their safety. May Allah lighten their burden and grant them resilience in facing the calamity.
As a Mukmin, we should also learn from what had happened. If a similar occurrence befalls us, we should let patience prevail and we should not lose hope. We must pray to Allah and strive to improve ourselves and our conditions. Indeed, the occurrence of natural calamities such as this is reminders for those who ponder and reflect.
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