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Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura

Friday Sermon

2 December 2011 / 6 Muharram 1433
As-Syaja’ah – Courage And Its Role 

From An Islamic Perspective 
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Dear blessed jemaah,

I wish to take this opportunity to call upon myself and everyone present here today to increase our taqwa to Allah s.w.t. Let us perform all of His commandments and refrain from all of His prohibitions. May we grow closer to Allah s.w.t. and be among His servants to receive His protection in the Hereafter.

Dear beloved brothers,

Today, I wish to invite you to reflect upon the content of a doa taught by Rasulullah s.a.w. This doa my dear brothers, serves  to remind us to seek protection from Allah against all forms of possible evil and despicable character. Rasulullah s.a.w. said: 
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Meaning: “Oh Allah, I seek refuge in you from grief and sadness, and I seek refuge in you from weakness and from laziness, and I seek refuge in you from miserliness and from cowardice, and I seek refuge in you from being overcome by debt and from being overpowered by man”

If we truly reflect upon this doa, it is teaching us to rise up from all forms of difficulties and failures that befell us. It teaches us to persevere and to be consistent. In fact, it reminds us to have courage. It teaches us to strive to ensure that we will always achieve success in whatever that we do, and to not be afraid in the path of truth – one that is of benefit to our own selves and to those around us.
And as we speak of bravery, I wish to share with you today a story of Sayyidina ‘Ali Bin Abi Talib’s r.a. courage and bravery during the hijrah of Rasulullah s.a.w. to Medina.
This story of bravery was recorded in the history book of ‘Sirah ibn Hisham’ relating to the event when the Prophet s.a.w. was commanded by Allah s.w.t. to perform the hijrah. It is a well-known fact that the unbelievers among the Quraish had already planned to assassinate the Prophet s.a.w. At those critical moments, Sayyidina ‘Ali r.a. replaced Rasulullah s.a.w. on his bed on the night of the planned assassination. Although it was an arduous and dangerous plan, Sayyidina ‘Ali r.a. remained brave and courageous in his personal sacrifice for the sake of the Prophet’s safety. 

My dear brothers, this is the beginning of the sacrifice of Sayyidina ‘Ali r.a. It portrayed his deep and profound love for Rasulullah s.a.w. to the extent of willingly sacrificing his own life and soul for him.

Clearly, the courage and bravery of Sayyidina ‘Ali is springs from his uncompromising faith and taqwa. His courage is also because of his deep and profound love for the beloved of Allah.
Dear brothers,

The courage and sacrifice of Sayyidina ‘Ali gained a special place in the heart of Rasulullah s.a.w. This is proven during the battle of Khaibar. It was recorded in the sirah book of ‘Ar-Raheeq Al-Makhtum’ that one night, Rasulullah s.a.w. said which means:

“Tomorrow, I will pass this flag to a man whom Allah and His Messenger loves, and whom also love Allah and His Messenger.” 

The next morning, everyone was hoping that the command flag would be handed over to them. Rasulullah s.a.w. decided that the honour of carrying the flag of Islam is for Sayyidina ‘Ali, the man who laid down his life for the religion of Allah. Sayyidina ‘Ali then asked: “O Rasulullah: am I to continue fighting them until they become like one of us?” 
The Prophet then replied: “Do not rush in your actions, perform your task and when you reach them, summon them to Islam. Tell them about the rights of Allah over them. By Allah! If due to your efforts one of them is given guidance by Allah, then that is more beneficial for you than a herd of red camels (as a metaphor for the value of the reward that Allah will give you).”

Can you imagine, my dear brothers, how would you feel to be praised by the most beloved of Allah. It is not just a mere mention, but an admission of his love for us! SubhanAllah.
My dear brothers,

When I speak about courage, I do not mean the courage to transgress the bounds and limits set by Allah s.w.t. and His Prophet s.a.w., as they are revealed for the benefit of humankind. The strength of a human is not based on his physical prowess but in his ability to control the movement of his limbs. True courage, my brothers, is when we are able to overcome our desires from performing acts that are forbidden and hated by Allah s.w.t.
It was for this that Rasulullah s.a.w. reminded us:
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Meaning: ““The strong man is not the one who can throw another down. The strong man is the one who can keep hold of himself when he is angry.”  Hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari. 

Dear blessed jemaah,

From Sayyidina Ali’s story, it is clear that bravery and courage can take the form of poise and maturity when conveying a message. This includes for example, when we are reprimanding someone, it can be conveyed in a wise manner.

This is indeed the proper attitude that must exist within every Mukmin, which is the courage in calling others to goodness and avoiding evil deeds. In fact, the Al-Quran regularly exhorts us by describing Allah s.w.t. not only as ‘Azizun’ that is ‘The Almighty,’ but usually coupled that description with his attribute of ‘Hakim’ that is, ‘The Wise.’ As an example, Allah says in surah At-Taubah verse 71:  
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Meaning: “The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they observe regular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise.”
My dear beloved brothers,

At the same time, we also need to adopt an open and an embracing attitude when we receive comments or criticisms from others. This of course can only happen when individuals or organizations remain transparent and are courageous to open all lines of communication in order that they can receive valuable feedbacks.

This is the mark of a believer. He is constantly engaging in self-reflection and contemplation over his mistakes with zikr, repentance and continuously seeking forgiveness from Allah s.w.t. In fact, this was what Prophet Yunus a.s. did when he was tested by Allah s.w.t. He was in a state of constant remembrance of Allah and sought His forgiveness. This was recorded in surah Al-Anbiyaa verse 87: 
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Meaning: “And remember Zun-nun (i.e. Prophet Yunus), when he departed in wrath: He imagined that We had no power over him! But he cried through the depths of darkness, "There is no god but God: glory be to You: I was indeed one of the wrong-doers!”
Let us pray that our community shall remain a courageous and wise community when faced with any of life’s challenges. May we and every member of our family be bestowed with the love of Allah s.w.t. and His Rasul, as well as the Sahabah radiallahu ‘Anhum Ajma’in.
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