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Rasulullah s.a.w.: The Physical Manifestation of Al-Quran 
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Dear jemaah blessed by Allah,

On this blessed day that Allah s.w.t. has showered His Mercy upon us, let us strive to maintain and improve our taqwa to Him. Let us constantly remind each other to continue performing all of His commandments and avoiding all of His prohibitions. Hopefully, that will invite the pleasure of Allah s.w.t. upon us all. Amin.

My dear beloved brothers,
When we think about the beautiful and noble characteristics of Rasulullah s.a.w., we are indirectly appreciating the teachings of the Al-Quran. This fact was acknowledged by Sayyidatina ‘Aisyah when she was asked by the companions about the characteristics of Rasulullah s.a.w. Sayyidatina ‘Aisyah r.a. explained:
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Meaning: “His characteristic is (a reflection of) the Al-Quran,” Hadith narrated by Imam Muslim. 
If we observe carefully the meanings behind the words of Aisyah r.a., we will find that this short hadith provides a deep and profound understanding of the connection between the life of a man most beloved by Allah s.w.t. and His divine book of guidance, i.e. the Al-Quran. It aims to illustrate to us how the Al-Quran should be implemented in the life of a Mukmin, that is by looking at the life of Rasulullah s.a.w. as our beacon of light. Rasulullah s.a.w. also serves as our guiding compass in understanding and practicing the teachings of the Al-Quran. 

Allah s.w.t. explains the importance of this in Surah An-Nahl verse 44: 
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Meaning: “With clear proofs and divine revelations; We have revealed unto you the Remembrance that you may explain to mankind that which has been revealed for them, so that they may give thought.”
My dear beloved brothers,

When people detach the recitation of the Al-Quran from the understanding of the personal conduct and character of the Prophet s.a.w., it will inevitably lead to a deep misconception. This is because they fail to see how Rasulullah s.a.w. lived his life in its different aspects; his human interactions, his business management, his social involvements, his leadership and many others. This results in groups or individuals who claim that their actions are based on the Al-Quran, while their characteristics are clearly in contradiction to the spirit of the Al-Quran and the Sunnah of Rasulullah s.a.w. For example, Allah says in verse 34 of Surah An-Nisaa’:   
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Meaning: “Men are the protectors and maintainers of women.” 

We will often notice that this verse is used by some Muslims to emphasize the importance of why men must be obeyed, and why they should have absolute power to control women. But how exactly did Rasulullah s.a.w. translate this verse into his life?

Let us recall the events after the completion of the peace treaty of Al-Hudaibiyyah as recorded in the sirah book of ‘Al-Raheeq Al-Makhtum.’ At that time, the Prophet s.a.w. called upon Muslims who were performing their umrah by saying: “Now all of you should perform your qurban (that is to lift your state of umrah by performing the tahallul).” Unfortunately, none of them were ready to do so.

With sadness, the Prophet s.a.w. rose and entered his tent to meet his wife Ummu Salamah r.a. He told her what had just happened. Ummu Salamah then said: “Come O Rasul, let us perform the qurban without forcing others to do so, and then invite the barber to shave your head.” 

Rasulullah s.a.w. then exited his tent, performed the qurban and shaved his head as tahallul. When everyone else saw Rasulullah performing the tahallul, the rest of the companions immediately followed.
Observe how the Prophet s.a.w. respected the recommendation of his wife, Ummu Salamah. Culturally at the time, it was odd for a man to accept the advice of a woman and it was not a common practice among the people. But despite that, it was the practice of the Prophet s.a.w. to discuss and consult the views of others when making decisions, including the women in his life. This is the characteristic and personality of Rasulullah s.a.w.

Therefore, in our daily life, particularly as a family, there is no harm in consulting our wives and involving them in our decision-making process. In fact, collective decision-making as a family will produce better results that will please everyone.

Dear beloved jemaah,

The story which was just mentioned is but only one illustration taken from the beautiful examples and practices of Rasulullah s.a.w. So let us continue in our efforts toward understanding the noble characteristics and ethics of our Prophet s.a.w.

Let us begin our journey of appreciating the sunnah of Rasulullah s.a.w. through understanding the impact and the philosophy of his sunnah. Let us implement his sunnah with the consciousness that with every sunnah we perform, we are implanting the light of goodness in this world. Let us cultivate in our children and our families, the interest to seek the love of Allah s.w.t. and His Prophet by sharing stories of the Rasulullah’s life as contained in many books of sirah.

May our continued efforts to learn and love our Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. lead us to become people of noble character with which we can touch the hearts of those around us. May we be among those who love Allah s.w.t. and His Prophet s.a.w., and may we be worthy of their love and blessings, in this world and in the hereafter. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.
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