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Friday Sermon
25 March 2011 / 20 Rabi’ul Akhir 1432
The Life Story Of Asiah (Firaun’s Wife)  – Lessons For Every Husband And Wife 
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Dear blessed congregation,

Let us maintain our taqwa to Allah. Comply with all of His commandments. Avoid everything that is forbidden. Let us hold on to our pledge to keep our faith in Allah s.w.t. with utmost sincerity. Guide our wives, children and families along the path blessed by Allah, so that we may be among those who are of true faith.

My dear brothers,

On this blessed Friday, let us reflect upon a verse of the Al-Quran which contains valuable lessons from the example of a tenacious and unswerving faith of a righteous woman, whom despite being surrounded by unbelief and injustice, has never swayed nor prevented her from remaining steadfast and  close to Allah s.w.t. In fact, she was never fearful of the truth.

Let us ponder upon the words of Allah s.w.t. in Surah At-Tahrim verse 11: 
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Which means: “And Allah sets forth, as an example for those who believe: the wife of Firaun when she said: ‘O my Lord! Build for me, in nearness to You, a mansion in the Garden, and save me from Firaun and his doings, and save me from those who do wrong.’”
Dear brethren,

The woman referred to in the verse recited earlier is none other than Asiah, the wife of Firaun.

Let us imagine for a moment, my dear brothers, how Asiah despite having to share her life with someone who was well-known for his extreme cruelty to fellow humankind and his absolute rejection of Allah s.w.t., was still able to maintain her faith and piety towards Allah s.w.t.

In spite of the challenging environment she faced during that period, it has neither stopped her from obtaining the light of faith, nor affected the performance of her deeds. Instead, it has strengthened and reinforced her conviction to persevere and strive to draw closer to Allah s.w.t. in order that she not be distracted by the mounting ignorance around her.

In fact, Asiah’s attitude should be a role model and a source of inspiration for us to emulate. It is consistent with the saying of the Prophet s.a.w. which means:

“Do not be among one of those who follow others and say: ‘I am like the others. If they are good, then I will be good, and if they are bad, then I will become bad. Instead, you need to strengthen your principles and resolve. If the majority are good, then you will be good. And if they are bad, then you will correct them.” Hadith narrated by Imam Tirmidzi 
My beloved brothers,

Among other things that we can learn from that same verse is the perseverance of Asiah, who continues to pray and constantly seeks assistance from Allah s.w.t. up till her very last breath.

The context of that supplication in that verse is, according to Imam Ibn Kathir, made just prior to her being murdered and that is because of her continued faith in Allah s.w.t.

Subhanallah! Look at how she is totally dependent and is convinced by the protection of Allah s.w.t. even in her most darkest hour; when she is faced with death threats. The perserverance as illustrated by Asiah is what we need to emulate in facing today’s life which is full of challenges.
The fortitude of Asiah’s faith has caused her to be recognized as one of the best women among the inhabitants of Allah’s paradise. The Prophet s.a.w. said which means:

“The best women of Paradise are Khadijah Binti Khuwailid, Fatimah binti Muhammad, Asiah binti Mazahim (wife of Pharaoh) and Maryam binti ‘Imran.”
Dear beloved congregation,

Such examples and guidance of strong faith as described by Allah s.w.t. through the story of Asiah in the Al-Quran, are not limited specifically to women or wives only, but they serve as lessons for everyone of all classes or ranks, whether male or female. 

Perhaps at this moment, there is a possibility among us who have wives with better religious knowledge than their husbands. There is nothing wrong for a husband to obtain guidance and religious instructions from his wife in order for him to be closer to Allah s.w.t., while at the same time to enhance his religious knowledge so as to be able to guide his family on the path blessed by Allah.

It would be wonderful if all the religious knowledge gained by both husband and wife can be shared together. In fact, it would be better if both husband and wife are able to discuss how such religious guidelines and knowledge may be applied in their everyday life. Or, how religious knowledge can be shared and communicated to their children so that eventually the practice of seeking and sharing of knowledge can be nurtured as a family tradition and habit.

This practice is consistent with the call of the Prophet s.a.w. in his hadith which means: “All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to others again; and may the last ones understand my words better than those who listen to me directly.” Hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari and Muslim. 
May we be empowered to emulate the strength of faith as demonstrated by Asiah, the appreciation of knowledge as shown by Aisyah, the noble moral qualities embedded within the person of Fatimah, as well as the loyalty, the sacrifices and the profound love of Allah and His Prophet as manifested by Khadijah. Through these meritorious qualities, we hope that we can continue to be under the protection of Allah’s mercy and grace, always. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.
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