[image: image1.emf]
Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura

Friday Sermon

4 November 2011 / 8 Zulhijjah 1432
Internalising the Lessons from Tawaf In Our Lives
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Dear blessed jemaah,

Let us together increase our takwa to Allah s.w.t. Let us perform all of His commandments and avoid all of His prohibitions. May our efforts gain His pleasure and guidance, Amin.

My dear brothers,

Today, some of the Hajj pilgrims have begun to reach Mina to spend the night there. By tomorrow, all of them will stand, or wukuf in Arafah to perform the obligatory rites of hajj. For the rest of us who are here, it is recommended that we fast on this Day of Arafah.

Following the Subuh prayer tomorrow, we are also encouraged based on the sunnah to recite the takbir until after the Asar prayer on the thirteenth day of Zulhijjah.

My dear brothers, 

The month of Zulhijjah will always remind us of the pilgrimage, which represents the epitome for the gathering of believers at Baitullah and the Kaabah. Since it was built by Prophet Ibrahim a.s. and his son, the Kaabah has become the focus of worship and the symbol of Islam till today. The one special ritual that can only be performed in Baitullah is none other than the tawaf.
Dear jemaah,

Has it ever crossed our minds as to what could be the wisdom behind this special ritual? What is so unique about circumambulation or tawaf around the Kaabah seven times, and what are the effects on us and on the Muslim ummah? This is what I wish to share with you today.

Dear beloved brothers,

In explaining the wisdom behind the ritual of tawaf in his book ‘Hikmah At-Tasyri’ Wa Falsafatuhu’, Sheikh Ali Ahmad Al-Jarjawi a renowned scholar from Al-Azhar University explains that the tawaf from the outer paths and the slow yet eventual movement towards its centre, that is the Kaabah, represents the relationship or a human’s journey towards approaching the Lord of the Worlds, Allah s.w.t. 

The act of performing the tawaf reminds us of the significance of our human journey as ‘Ibadur Rahman’ towards Allah s.w.t. It is from Allah that humans exist, interacts and then socializes on this earth, and to Allah will eventually our place of return be.

The second wisdom behind the performance of tawaf is that it acts as a guide for us to implement social ethics in our life. Performing the tawaf in an orderly and disciplined manner, indirectly seeks to remind us of the importance of living an ethical and an orderly life, without causing chaos and hurt to others.

My dear brothers, if we can instill the principles and philosophy of tawaf in our daily lifes, insya Allah we will be able to cultivate a life that is orderly and disciplined be it our personal life, professional life or in our daily worships. This will then help us to enjoy the tranquility, peace and harmony in our life.

My dear blessed brothers,

The third wisdom that we can derive from the ibadah of tawaf is that it teaches us to be grateful for each of Allah’s blessings. That is why, once Prophet Ibrahim a.s. and his son Prophet Ismail a.s. completed re-building the Kaabah, both of them did the tawaf around Kaabah as a show of gratitude to Allah s.w.t.

Dear beloved brothers,

From our appreciation of the the three lessons that we have discussed, let us not view the act of tawaf as just merely circling around the Kaabah. Remember that it aims to remind us of our purpose in life, and how every single action of ours originates from and is centered on Allah s.w.t. In addition, it hopes to educate us to lead a more disciplined and ethical life, as well as the importance of being grateful to Allah s.w.t. as everything is determined by His Will.
At the same time, it serves as a manifestation of our faith and purification from all forms of impurity, be they internal or external of every servant. Allah s.w.t. says in surah Al-Haj verse 29: 
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Meaning: “Then let them accomplish their needful acts of purification, and let them fulfill their vows and let them go around the Ancient House.”

My dear beloved jemaah,

Clearly, for those among us who have yet to perform the umrah or hajj, there is an intense desire for us to realize this blessing, particularly to perform the tawaf around the Kaabah.

How can one not want to, especially since this is the very same site where the ritual of tawaf was performed by the Anbiya’ or Prophets, the companions and the scholars who have ever stepped foot in executing the same deed in Baitullah.
This unique rite of tawaf is the proof of our undivided love for Allah, the Lord who creates. This is the form of obedience that we need to inculcate into our everyday lives, either by executing all that He has commanded or leaving behind all that is forbidden in the Al-Quran and the Sunnah of Rasulullah s.a.w.

Know that, my dear brothers, the love of a Mukmin for Allah and His Rasul, does not only stop at his oral expressions of love and longing, but it is through his efforts and the effect of that love on his daily activities. Let us be reminded of the advice of Rasulullah s.a.w. in a hadith narrated by Imam Tirmidzi:
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Meaning: “Among the prayers of Prophet Daud a.s.: ’O Allah, grant me your love, grant me that I love those who love You; grant me, that I might do the deeds that will win Your love.”

May Allah s.w.t. grant us the opportunity to visit the Sacred Mosque to perform our hajj and umrah. May our brothers and sisters who are now in the Holy land be granted physical and spiritual strength, as well as an accepted or mabrur hajj and a safe journey home. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.

[image: image5.png]



1

