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Appreciating The Lessons Of The Prophet’s Last Sermon
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Dear blessed jemaah,

Alhamdulillah, we are now in the house of Allah s.w.t. as a sign of our piety and love for Him. Irrespective of whether we are students or adults, we are all here because we chose to be with Allah s.w.t. through this religious deed of Friday prayers.
I am certain that we are all here hoping for His blessings, His guidance, His love and His mercy to envelop us.

Therefore, my brothers, let us raise our level of takwa and faith in Allah s.w.t. and our love for our Prophet s.a.w.

My dear jemaah,

Just a few days ago, our brothers and sisters who performed the hajj have gathered in the plains of Arafah. This holy plain of Arafah was once a witness to an emotional event in the history of Islam.

It is at this historic place that Rasulullah s.a.w. delivered his farewell sermon to all of us. Dear brothers, Rasulullah s.a.w. continued to remember his ummah even during his dying moments. If we examine the text of the farewell sermon closely, we will find that the Prophet s.a.w. was not only addressing his companions who were present at that time, but it was also directed to the rest of humanity. This includes all of us here, even though we have never met the Prophet s.a.w. in person.

This farewell sermon emphasizes the preservation of fundamental human rights. This sermon reminds us on the essence of faith which is not only related to our relationship with Allah s.w.t. but also includes our responsibilities to humanity and to all His creations.

This special sermon begins as follows: “O People, lend me an attentive ear, for I know not whether after this year, I shall ever be amongst you again …”
“O People, just as you regard this month, this day, this city as Sacred, so regard the life and property of every Muslim as a sacred trust ...” 

In the earlier part of his message, Rasulullah s.a.w. reminded us that every man, irrespective of belief, has a common fundamental right as a creation of Allah the Almighty. We cannot hurt nor injure anyone either through our words or actions except through rightful legal means. That is why Allah s.w.t. says in Surah Al-Maaidah verse 32:
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Meaning: “On that account: We ordained for the Children of Israel that if any one slew a person - unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief in the land - it would be as if he slew the whole people: and if any one saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of the whole people. Then although there came to them Our messengers with clear signs, yet, even after that, many of them continued to commit excesses in the land.”
These are some of the wisdoms of the pilgrimage, or hajj. With the assembly of so many people from all over the world at the holy land, humbly wearing the ihram, we are in reality undergoing a certain kind of training to purify our hearts from all forms of sins and jealousy.

We are also reminded to not allow our wealth, rank and position in society, intelligence or skills make us feel that we are better than another person until we can suppress or cause harm to those around us regardless of whether they are our family members, friends, neighbours, colleagues or employees.
Let us ponder, my dear brothers, on whether we have hurt or injured someone in our lives through our words?

My brothers, every time an evil act crosses our mind, let us pause to think for a while. Ask ourselves, how do we feel if the same act was inflicted upon us? Would we want to be oppressed? Let it be known, my brothers, that such oppression will cause us to be a morally bankrupt person.

There was one occasion narrated by Imam Muslim when Rasulullah s.a.w. asked his companions: "Do you know who is the one who is bankrupt?" They said, 'The bankrupt is the one who has no money and no possessions.' He said, 'Among my Ummah, the one who is bankrupt is the one who will come on the Day of Resurrection with prayer, fasting and zakah to his credit. But he will come having insulted this one, slandered that one, consumed the wealth of this one and shed the blood of that one, and beaten that one.”

“So the oppressed will all be given some of his good deeds, and when his good deeds run out, before judgment is passed, some of their sins will be taken and cast onto him, and then he will be cast into the Fire.'"
My dear brothers, are we willing to be a bankrupt when we face Allah in the hereafter? Even if we have gathered much reward from the deeds that we have done for Allah s.w.t., but because of our poor relationships with mankind, all will be lost!

This is the basis of understanding the fundamental human rights according to Rasulullah s.a.w. We are not only prevented from hurting another person physically, but are also prohibited from causing hurt to them emotionally through our insults or sarcasms, or cheating them of their wealth by stealing or corruption. To make this even more significant, this message applies to everyone irrespective of his or her race or religion.

This is especially relevant in our times, as technology has made it more convenient for us to express our opinions through the social media in the form of the internet or email. Therefore, it is imperative for us to be more cautious of what we say. We must not cause pain or injury to others because of our words.

Let us remember, my dear jemaah, before the Prophet s.a.w. ended his farewell sermon, he gave a profound reminder to all of us. Rasulullah s.a.w. said: “Remember, one day you will appear before Allah and answer for your deeds.  So beware, do not stray from the path of righteousness after I am gone.”
O Allah! Provide us with Your guidance and Your support. Assist us, Ya Halim Ya ‘Azim to be someone who will not neglect and transgress Your rights and the rights of other mankind. Protect and absolve us, our progeny and the rest of mankind, from the threat of oppression and tyranny caused by others. Bestow upon us strength to uphold and maintain goodness and the rights of other man. Include us among the Anbiya’ and Syuhada’ in your everlasting Paradise. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin. 
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