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Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura
Friday Sermon
18 November 2011 / 22 Zulhijjah 1432
Lessons From The Opening Of Mecca (Fathu Mecca)
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Dear blessed jemaah,

Have takwa to Allah s.w.t. Let us hasten to perform all of His commandments and avoid all of His prohibitions. Let our motivation come from our love for Allah s.w.t. and our gratitude for His Mercies and His Blessings.
Dear respected brothers,
One of the important events during in the life of Rasulullah s.a.w. is the successful opening of the city of Mecca. 
This is an extremely important event as it represents the pinnacle of success for Rasulullah s.w.t.’s ministry. Islam’s humble beginnings consist of the poor and the oppressed, until they have to migrate to Medina. However, they finally returned to Mecca and took over control from the Musyrikins who were once enemies of Islam.
My dear beloved brothers,

The conquest of Mecca occured during the 8th year of Hijrah. This was because the Quraish’s Musyrikins betrayed the peace agreement they made with Rasulullah, signed at Al-Hudaibiyyah, two years earlier. 

The Prophet discovered that the Meccan Quraish helped their ally, Bani Bakr, to attack Bani Khuzaa’ah, an ally of Rasulullah s.a.w. He then gathered his companions and allies amounting to 10,000 soldiers to join him towards Mecca.

After seeing the large number of soldiers, the Quraishs did not dare to fight and resist. Rasulullah s.a.w. succeeded in entering the city of Mecca and took over control peacefully from the Quraishies, without any bloodshed.

Dear blessed jemaah,

There are many lessons that we can learn from this incident.  Among them is the importance of faith in Allah’s promises.

My dear brothers, 

Allah never breaks His promises. The success of Rasulullah in opening the city of Mecca was one of the promises which Allah fulfilled.

Why did I say this? This is because, when Rasulullah s.a.w. was feeling sad having to leave Mecca to perform the Hijrah, Allah promised him hope by divinely revealing verse 85 of surah Al-Qasas: 
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Meaning: “Verily He Who ordained the Qur'an for you, will bring you back to the Place of Return (i.e. Mecca).”
SubhanAllah! Let us observe, my dear brothers! How Allah never disappoints his servants who truly put their faith in Him!

Just as Rasulullah s.a.w. was not disappointed by Allah, we must also be convinced that Allah s.w.t. will not disappoint us. Therefore, we must have strong faith and remain earnest in making our own efforts.

In addition, we observed that this verse was revealed during the time of Hijrah. However, the opening of Mecca only occurred on the 8th year of Hijrah. What is the significance of this, my dear brothers?

This provides us with the awareness that it is only Allah that determines the time and occurrence of His promise.

Our obligation is to have faith and believe in Him with full conviction. Our obligation is to continue to persevere through our efforts. Our obligation is to put our trust only in Allah. But Allah alone determines our success. We cannot rush in chasing our dreams for success, as this hurried nature will lead to disappointments.

Second lesson – The importance of laying out a good plan to ensure success. 

Let us recall the number of companions who were with Rasulullah for the opening of Mecca: there were ten thousand companions!

If we were to compare this figure with those involved in the Battle of Badar: there were only three hundred and thirteen companions!

Let us reflect, my dear friends. Within just eight years since the Hijrah, the amount of three hundred and thirteen companions in Badar has increased manifold to ten thousand!

This is the result of Rasulullah’s impeccable planning. He was actively involved in the planning of every single incident. For example, he was involved in the planning of the Hijrah. Similarly, he was also involved in the defence of the city of Medina during the Battle of the Trench (Khandak). It is not enough to merely depend on faith. 

Therefore, my dear brothers, if we wish to succeed, we need more than just confidence. We need more than strength and courage. It is equally important that we make good and careful planning.

Third lesson – The importance of a safe environment for successful da’wah.

As mentioned earlier, there were ten thousand companions with Rasulullah during the opening of Mecca. This was a big number. Rasulullah’s success in gathering the companions was largely attributed to the Treaty of Hudaibiyyah made on the 6th year of Hijrah with the leaders of Quraish. This was essentially a ceasefire to avoid a possible war due to the tense atmosphere at that time.
As a result of the Treaty of Hudaibiyyah, the surrounding environment became peaceful, enabling Rasulullah to focus his attention on performing da’wah. These two years of peace resulted in more conversions to Islam than in any other years before. 
That is the reason why the Treaty of Hudaibiyah was later termed as ’Fathan Mubina’ meaning a manifest victory, as revealed in the first verse of surah Al-Fath:
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Meaning: “Verily We have granted you a manifest Victory.”
Therefore, my dear brothers, this is a convincing proof to reject the opinions of some people that Islam will only be successful through armed jihad and warfare. On the contrary, let us observe how Medina and Mecca were controlled by Rasulullah without inflicting any bloodshed, but instead through da’wah in a peaceful manner.

My dear blessed jemaah,

We have observed Rasulullah’s success in the opening of Mecca. There are many lessons that we can learn from it. Yet, how was the etiquette of Rasulullah after he obtained this victory?

My dear brothers! Let us learn and be conscious of how the Prophet s.a.w. remained constant through his merciful and compassionate behaviour. He was never revengeful to anyone who has harmed him. In fact, in utter honesty, he said:
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Meaning: “You may go, you are free as of today!”
Allahu Akbar!  It is the Almighty who instill in His beloved the virtues of noble humility and modesty!
In fact, Allah taught His Prophet with honorable etiquettes of victory, such as contained in Surah Al-Nasr verse 1-3:
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Meaning: “When comes the Help of Allah, and Victory, And you see the people enter Allah's Religion in crowds, Celebrate the praises of your Lord, and pray for His Forgiveness: For He is Oft-Returning (in Grace and Mercy).”
SubhanAllah! That is the behaviour of Rasulullah in celebrating this victory. What about our own etiquette as ummah of the Prophet in celebration our victories?

Remember Allah when we achieve success. We should not remember Him only in our times of need.

Increase our tasbih and istighfar when we achieve success. We should not be proud nor boast of our own efforts and achievements.

Allah demands that we remain humble in celebrating our success. That is how Rasulullah s.a.w. acted when he entered Mecca as her conqueror. He entered Mecca with great humility. He chose to ride a camel and not a horse. He did not insult nor ridicule those whom he has defeated, let alone oppress or be unjust to them.


These are the lessons from this important event in the history of Islam, the opening of Mecca. May it raise awareness and consciousness within us all.
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