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My dear blessed brethrens,

Let us increase our takwa to Allah s.w.t. by implementing all of His commandments and avoiding all of His prohibitions. Let us enjoin one another in performing good deeds so as to establish a community that loves righteousness, and pray that we be among Allah’s successful slaves.
Let us be reminded, my beloved congregation,

When a man leaves this world behind him, there is nothing that can be done to increase his deeds in barzakh except for three things. This is the testament of the Prophet s.a.w. in a hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah r.a.:
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Meaning: “When a man dies, all his deeds are cut off except for three things; continuous charity (sedekah jariah), beneficial knowledge and a righteous child who would pray for him.” Hadith narrated by Imam Muslim, Abu Daud, Tirmizi and An-Nasa-i.
One of the deeds which continues to benefit a person even after he has died, is beneficial knowledge that he leaves behind. This particular characteristic is synonymous with the scholar whom we are commemorating today: a local intellectual who has contributed tremendously to the heritage of Islamic knowledge in this Archipelago. He is a teacher and a guide known for his profound love for knowledge and his writings until the end of his life. The scholar I am referring to is none other than Al-Marhum Ustaz Ahmad Sonhadji Mohamad. 

He was born in Solo, Indonesia in 1922 and obtained his early education at Madrasah Aljunied Al-Islamiah. Earlier in his career, he served as a teacher in Madrasah Aljunied, and was eventually appointed as its principal.

Many of his students went on to become scholars holding key positions, including the position of Mufti, in Singapore and in neigbouring countries in the region, such as Brunei and Malaysia. Among them is Singapore’s current Mufti, Sahibus Samahah Dr Mohd Fatris Bakaram, the country’s previous Mufti Sheikh Syed Isa Semait, Al-Marhum Ustaz Syed Abdillah Aljufri and many others.

My dear beloved brothers,

Besides being endowed with the talent of an inspiring educator, Al-Marhum Ustaz Ahmad Sonhadji was also the author of various religious books that have impacted positively the lives of many of his readers. During his lifetime, Al-Marhum wrote more than 10 religious books, with most of them being compiled in series and volumes.

Al-Marhum was always highly motivated, far-sighted and deeply insightful. This is clearly seen from the quality of his writings which forms an invaluable treasure of knowledge. These books are still being used to this day, not only in Singapore, but also in other Asian countries in this Archipelago.

For example, his book on how to perform the prayer entitled ‘Mari Sembahyang’ published in 1957, has given a new impetus on the methodology of how teaching should be delivered to the community. It uses very simple language, complete with illustrations and romanized transliterations of verses and supplications to assist those familiarizing themselves to the prayer. I am convinced that everyone of us here today have at one point or other, learned to pray through the books authored by Al-Marhum.

This book has also been translated into English, Mandarin, Tamil, Sinhala and Korean. In fact, this book written by Al-Marhum has inspired the publications of many other books on prayers that we find today, either locally or overseas.
My brothers,

His mastery of the Arabic language and of the Al-Quran as well as the originality of his intellect, can be seen from his magnum opus entitled ‘Tafsir ‘Abr Athir’. This book was first published at the end of 1960, and has a total of 30 volumes. It constitutes the collection and compilation of his lectures on radio in Singapore over the years.

This effort took up to 20 years to complete, and was published gradually until its completion in 1981. In his book, he not only presented the opinions of other scholars of tafsir, but he also discussed their viewpoints and provided his personal comments, where necessary and appropriate.

This book of tafsir is another proof of the impeccable foresight of Al-Marhum through his writings. He provided relevant and appropriate examples that are still applicable to this day, despite the book being written more than 50 years ago! 

Let us observe how the inspiring spirit of enjoining good and transforming the community positively is deeply embedded in Al-Marhum. Indeed, Al-Marhum holds fast to his own writings in his book of tafsir, as Allah s.w.t. says in surah Ali ‘Imran verse 104:
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Meaning: “Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong: They are the ones to attain felicity.”
My dear beloved congregants,

Al-Marhum’s contributions are not only limited to his writings, but they extent into other areas as well. In fact, Al-Marhum’s contributions continued up to his last days. He was active in sharing his deep knowledge as a member of the Fatwa Committee, on top of discharging his duties as an Imam and a lecturer at Muhajirin Mosque.
Clearly, Al-Marhum’s departure is a tremendous loss to our community as he is not easy to replace. However, his contributions and critical thinking in producing great works to develop a community strong in faith, must be exemplified and embedded deep within our hearts. His ongoing spirit of contributing to society for as best as he could, must be a catalyst for our fledging motivation.

The foresight and vision of Al-Marhum should become an inspiration for us to produce even better legacies, not only for our current needs but also for the needs of our future.

Know that the opportunities to contribute towards goodness and Allah’s granting of rewards is indeed vast. It is not limited to writing alone, but extents to many other branches such as researches in bio-science, medical advancements, electronics and so on.

Therefore, let us strive together to produce a future generation who will become the torch bearer of our community, as well as a community that benefits and is merciful to all mankind.

Let us reflect upon the advice of the Prophet s.a.w. which means: “Whoever guides [another] to a good deed will get a reward similar to the one who performs it.” Hadith narrated by Imam Muslim. 

My dear blessed brothers,

May Allah s.w.t. makes us and our future generations people who possess strong faith, who are rich spiritually, who possess great intellectual minds and beautiful morals. Let us also pray that the earnest efforts of Al-Marhum over the years will be rewarded by Allah s.w.t. manifolds, and that he be placed among the auliya’, the syuhada’ and the solihin. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.
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