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Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura

Friday Sermon

28 October 2011 / 01 Zulhijjah 1432
Buya Hamka: Islamic Writer And Thinker  
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Dear blessed congregants,

Let us continue in striving to increase our takwa to Allah s.w.t. Perform all that He has commanded and avoid all that He has prohibited. May our takwa and our deeds positively impact our lives, strengthen our efforts towards achieving success and attaining the pleasure of Allah in this world and in the hereafter.

My beloved brethrens,

In the last few sermons, we have examined the lives of leading Islamic personalities such as Ibnu Khaldun, Imam An-Nawawi and Al-Marhum Ustaz Ahmad Sonhadji Mohamad. Although they are no longer among us today, but their influences, struggles, thoughts and valuable contributions remain as major sources of inspiration for later generations to come. Their legacies reflect the perpetuation of the prophetic message that brings blessings to the world. Their ranks in the sight Allah s.w.t. are very special, as mentioned in surah Al-Mujaadilah verse 11: 
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Meaning: “Allah will rise up, to (suitable) ranks (and degrees), those of you who believe and who have been granted Knowledge. And Allah is well-acquainted with all ye do.”
Dear blessed brothers,

Let me take this opportunity to invite you to acquaint with another famous regional and international scholar by the name of Haji Abdul Malik Bin Abdul Karim Amrullah (HAMKA), or more affectionately known as Buya Hamka. He was born on 14th of Muharram in the year 1326 at Kampung Molek, Maninjau, West Sumatera. 

Hamka, or Buya Hamka, was raised in a religious family environment. When he was 10 years old, he pursued his education in one of the madrasahs in Sumatera. In this madrasah, he began to deepen his religious studies and the Arabic language.
With this burning interest in seeking knowledge, he traveled far and wide to learn from renowned scholars of his day, including Syekh Ibrahim Musa, Syeikh Ahmad Rasyid and many others.

My beloved brothers,

With a strong command of languages, Hamka managed to read, analyze and research on the works done by Islamic thinkers of his time, as well as scholars from the West. With his ability to command various types of knowledge, his ideas and fresh thoughts were captured through his quality academic writings in various disciplines such as Tauhid, Philosophy, Tasawwuf, History, Tafsir, Literature, Sociology and Politics. 

One of the most valuable works produced by Hamka is his ‘Tafsir Al-Azhar.’ This work aims to accommodate the thinking of the community, particularly the youths of this region, who are interested in reverting back to the religion but have little ability to understand the Arabic language. It is hoped that through his interpretation of the Al-Quran, it will raise the level of faith, enhance the beauty of Islam and contextualized the application of Islam to the challenges and living conditions of the region.

Tafsir Al-Azhar is an important piece of work that has contributed to the Islamic da’wah development in this region. Tafsir Al-Azhar constitutes 30 juzu’ of the Al-Quran, considered as a leading religious encyclopedia in the Malay Peninsula. This is reflected in the approach of translating the contents of the Al-Quran based on the socio-cultural background of regional communities. A simple example can be found in Hamka’s translation of the first two verses of Surah Al-Fateha, where Allah s.w.t. says: 
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Meaning: “In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful. All Praises are due to Allah, Lord of all the Worlds.”
Hamka used relevant examples in the context of living in the Malay Archipelago. In explaining the meaning of God, Hamka states that the use of the word ’Tuhan’ or ’God’ in Malay is specific only to Allah s.w.t., whereas the word ’Tuanku’ or ’Your Majesty’, is used as a form of respect to kings or other human beings.

Similarly, in his conclusion when interpreting surah Al-Fatihah, Hamka explains, ”And when we pray to be saved by God, do not commit any acts that may cause Allah’s anger, and do not go astray, for indirectly we have been tasked to learn history, philosophy and sociology, as well as psychology. We must learn the reasons as to why a nation is raised up in their station or decline in their status.”

My dear brethrens,

Clearly, Hamka was a special man gifted with many talents. He was also a preacher, statesman, scholar, thinker, writer, historian, and a scientist, who at the same time was also a great orator and a prolific writer. His intellectual ideas have gone beyond the boundaries of religious thoughts, he has spent his life serving and upholding the honour of the ummah in this region and culture. Hence, it is appropriate that he is called as a Muslih or purifier of this region, as his struggle brought renewal and purification in Islamic da’wah.

His efforts were honoured at a regional and international level. He was awarded an honorary doctorate by Al-Azhar University and the National University of Malaysia (UKM) in the years 1958 and 1974 respectively.

Dear blessed brethrens,

Hamka’s understanding on tafsir such as Al-Fatihah demonstrated how the Al-Quran can provide a holistic guidance for the various challenges we face in life. This is where we find the importance of interpreting the teachings of the Al-Quran, as well as the connection between the words of Allah with our lives. We should reflect on the intents of Allah when we recite these verses repeatedly in our prayers, such as surah Al-Fatihah.

The legacy of intellectual thought left behind by past scholars needs to be revived again. In fact, thinking is part of ibadah. With the power of thinking, there will be many useful knowledge and discoveries that can be explored. Remember, a community who is constantly in a state of remembrance of Allah is a community who is always thinking. This is mentioned in Surah Ali ‘Imran verse 191: 
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Meaning: “Men who celebrate the praises of Allah, standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and contemplate the (wonders of) creation in the heavens and the earth, (With the prayer): "Our Lord! not for naught Hast Thou created (all) this! Glory to Thee! Give us salvation from the penalty of the Fire. ”
Let us strive to emulate the personal examples of such leading personalities in Islam whom we have examined throughout this month. Let them be shining examples for us from their persistence and perseverance in the pursuit of knowledge, up to their strength and struggle in spreading Islamic knowledge for the betterment of the ummah. May Allah bless their souls. We pray that Allah will give us the strength of faith, knowledge and deeds befitting our status as ‘Khaira Ummah’. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.
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