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(2nd of Maulid Series)
Rasulullah’s Love for His Ummah :
How is Our Love for Rasulullah s.a.w?
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My dearest brothers, may we all gain the blessings of Allah,
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Let us remain truly conscious of Allah through tagwa. Tagwa that will
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Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura

Friday Sermon

17 February 2012 /  24 Rabi’ul Awal 1433
The Teachings of The Prophet In Child Development
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Sidang Jumaat yang dirahmati Allah sekalian, 

Dear blessed Friday jemaah,

Let us continue to strive for taqwa to Allah. Perform all of His commandments. Avoid all of His prohibitions. Let us find guidance in the path of taqwa through the life and sunnah of Rasulullah s.a.w. so that we can obtain guidance from Allah s.w.t.

My blessed brothers, 

In our effort to become respectable and noble Muslims, there is none other befitting guidance for us to follow than the practices and the sunnah of Rasulullah s.a.w. This is because the Prophet serves as the example and manifestation of the teachings of the Al-Quran. This is clearly mentioned in surah Al-Ahzaab verse 21:
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Meaning: “You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who engages much in the Praise of Allah.”
Among the noble examples that we can learn from the characters of Rasulullah s.a.w. is his utmost concern in the emotional and social development of children, just as he was as respectful to adults.
Let us reflect, way before modern psychologists established the relationship between the impact of love and affection with its role in the emotional development of children, Rasulullah s.a.w. has taught us this through his mannerisms toward children.

In fact, it was more astonishing that such kind examples occured during the era where people were known to be rough and hard on young children. As narrated by Abu Hurairah, he said: “One day, Rasulullah s.a.w. kissed Hasan bin Ali while Al-Aqra’ Bin Habis At-Tamimi was sitting with him.” Al-Aqra’ observed and said: “I have ten children, but I have never kissed any of them.” Rasulullah s.a.w. looked at him and said: “Whoever does not show mercy will not be shown mercy.” Hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari. 
My dear beloved brothers,

An example of Rasulullah s.a.w.’s sensitivity on the emotional development of children is clearly illustrated through his actions to his grandchildren.

Narrated by Syaddad r.a. who said: “One day, while the Prophet was prostrating, he was doing it for a long period of time. I then raised my head and saw a child sitting on his lap, so I returned to my prostration. When Rasulullah s.a.w. completed the prayers, the people asked him: “Ya Rasulullah, we prostrated for a long time and thought that divine revelation was sent to you.” The Prophet s.a.w. replied: “All that never happened, but my grandchild was riding on me, and I did not want to rush so that he will be contented playing.” Hadith narrated by Imam An-Nasaa’i. 
See how Rasulullah s.a.w. treated the young ones. He did  not consider the actions of his grandchild as a hindrance or disturbance to his worship. In fact, Rasulullah s.a.w. took it as an opportunity to get their hearts become intimate with a good deed. Imagine, my dear brothers, if Rasulullah s.a.w. were to dismiss or to prevent them from praying together with him, it may lead them to run far away or they may even develop a sense of hatred to deeds of worship because of this bad experience.

The same lesson is further illustrated by the Prophet s.a.w. in a hadith narrated by Anas bin Malik r.a. who said: “Rasulullah s.a.w. often visits us, and I have a younger brother named Abu ‘Umayr. He has a small bird that he used to play with. At some point, the bird died. One day Rasulullah s.a.w. saw the child looking sad, so he said, "Why do I see Abu 'Umayr looking so sad?" The Sahabah told him, "The bird which he used to play with has died." The Prophet then asked the child the following: 
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In another narration, it was said that the Prophet stroke the head of the child and said: “O Abu ‘Umayr, what has Nughair (i.e. the small bird) done?” Hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari. 
Menurut Imam Tirmidzi, hadith ini menunjukkan bahawa 

Let us observe, my dear brothers, the intimacy in which Rasulullah s.a.w. addressed the young child with the name of Abu ‘Umayr, and comforted him through light humour in order to alleviate the child’s sorrows.
This hadith clearly shows how Rasulullah managed to attract the heart of the young child, by communicating in a suitable manner at the level of his understanding. If this is done wisely, it will lead to closer relationships and contribute to the child’s level of self-confidence. It will also enhance his resilience and confidence, plus he will not be easily swayed by negative influences.

The mannerisms displayed by the Prophet s.a.w. and the quality time spent on young children should be examples for us to follow. This situation becomes more critical, particularly in our times, where both parents are out working and have very limited time with their children. Therefore, we need to maximise the free time that we have with them. Ensure that our children’s emotional needs are not neglected. For example, when they are doing their homeworks or are preparing for the examinations, do not disappoint them when they approach us for some guidance in their work.

Let us spend some time and give them our undivided attention as best as we can when we are with them. Do not let our busy life or our modern technologies distract us from our priority to educate and to engage them. Learn about the strengths and weaknesses of our children, and guide them by explaining the advantages and disadvantages behind every actions.

May through our appreciation of the noble characteristics of the Prophet s.a.w., we will be beautifully adorned with honesty, integrity and morality, and become loving human beings who are then loved in return. May we touch the lives of those around us with kindness, love and affection, and be constantly under His divine protection. Amin. 

[image: image4.png]



PAGE  
2

