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Friday Sermon

6 January 2012 / 12 Safar 1433
Towards A Thinking Society That Upholds 
The Oneness Of Allah
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My dear blessed jemaah,
I wish to invite myself and everyone present here today, to renew our determination in striving for taqwa to Allah s.w.t. We achieve this by performing all that He has commanded and avoiding all that He has prohibited. Let us maximize the blessings of our intellect and thinking faculties to continue seeking the pleasure of Allah s.w.t.
My dear beloved brothers,

On this first Friday of 2012, let us collectively ponder and ask ourselves, throughout all this while when we are reciting the verses of the Al-Quran, do we appreciate the greatness of the signs that Allah has bestowed upon His creations as mentioned in the Al-Quran?

Despite all this time, have our hearts been moved to be more appreciative and to be more grateful, as the planets are orbiting around our solar system under the command and decree of Allah s.w.t.? Are these all not proofs of the greatness of Allah, the One who Creates and the One who is Most Wise?
Let us remember, my dear brothers, that Allah s.w.t. accords a high honour to those who contemplate upon His creations for the sole purpose of getting closer to Him. The desire to know Allah s.w.t. so that we can better appreciate His greatness and majesty, should be the guiding principle in our studies and observations of the natural beauty around us. This is one of the characteristics of those referred to as ‘Ulul Albab’ as mentioned by Allah in surah Ali ‘Imran verse 190: 
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Meaning: “Behold! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the alternation of night and day - they are indeed signs for men who contemplates.” 

It is clear that Allah s.w.t. encourages us to be like the ‘Ulul Albab,’ a category of people who are constantly in a state of contemplation, inquiring and analyzing every single phenomena or development that occur around them. Our minds will be expanded to embrace the greatness of Allah’s creations with the knowledge derived from these observations. This will lead to an increased in our exaltation of Allah s.w.t. and our devotion to Him.

Without any doubt, the increase of our iman and taqwa is not achieved through worship alone, but it can be derived from our observations of the environment around us.
In fact, through these observations, it will indirectly result in us having a more profound sense of gratitude for all of His creations, a strong faith and a constant state of remembrance of Allah wherever we are. This is proven in the verse extended from the one recited above in surah Ali ‘Imran verse 191:

[image: image5.png]z st

5§ OLERE s o5 55385

Olde Gab Shsil Sas 13s 3L G eiNTy el





Meaning: “Men who celebrate the praises of Allah; standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and contemplate the (wonders of) creation in the heavens and the earth, (With the prayer): "Our Lord! You have not created (all) this in vain! Glory be to You! Give us salvation from the penalty of the Fire.”
My dear beloved brothers,

From the verses mentioned above, Allah s.w.t. truly wants us to have a strong and thinking mind, critical, able to analyze data and facts, as well as to derive conclusions from them.
Therefore, how do we develop this appreciation of Allah’s creations in our daily lives?

In reality, there are many things that we can do. For example, if we are students studying subjects such as Science, Biology, Geography and so on, we are able to bring ourselves closer to Allah s.w.t. and recognize His greatness, the Lord who Creates. This is the worldview that we should provide for our children: that is, the objective of seeking scientific knowledge and the skills of observation is to enable us to be closer to Allah s.w.t., and to not deny His existence.

Hence, we will observe that there are many verses in the Al-Quran that invites mankind to contemplate, think and observe their natural surroundings in order for men to know their Lord who created them. For example, Allah s.w.t. invites us to look within ourselves, on the intricacy and complexity of the functions of our bodily organs. In fact, up to this day, medical brain specialists are still overawed at the way the brain functions and the potential that it holds. 
Let us ponder, my dear brothers, at how many researchers and specialists are studying just one small part of our body. Who created this intricate and complex system? Without a doubt, He is Allah, the Most Wise and the Most Perfect. That is the reason why we find that Allah s.w.t. invites us to observe His existence in surah Adh-Dzariyat verses 20-21:
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Meaning: “And on the earth are signs for those whose faith is firm. As also in your own selves: Will you not then see?”
My dear beloved brothers, 

Let us continue to enliven the culture of thinking and contemplation in knowing the Lord who created us, that is Allah s.w.t. Instill in our children the correct attitude of gaining knowledge through research for the sole objective of getting themselves closer to Allah s.w.t. 
May the culture of contemplation embedded within ourselves and our family members, raise and enhance our faith and our levels of taqwa. May we be among those referred to as ‘Ulul Albab’ in the Al-Quran, those who obtain the pleasure of Allah s.w.t.  Amin.
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