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My dear beloved jemaah,

With utmost humility, let us plead from Allah s.w.t. that He preserves us in a constant state of taqwa.

Let us ensure that while we carry out all of His commandments and avoid all of His prohibitions, we understand the advantages and the reasons behind all that we do: that is to increase our conviction in Allah, the Almighty.

This is because Allah s.w.t. wishes that we invite others to return to Him based on robust and strong reasons or proofs. Therefore, Allah s.w.t. reminded us in Surah Yusuf verse 108:

[image: image4.png]



Meaning: “Say (O Muhammad!): "This is my way: I do invite unto Allah, on evidence clear as the seeing with one's eyes, I and whoever follows me. Glory be to Allah! And never will I join other gods with Allah!”
Dear beloved brothers,
This verse reminds us that in the process of developing our faith and taqwa, we need to strive and obtain the proper arguments and proofs of why we must belief in something.

Faith cannot be based on blind following, as it will certainly not produce a strong and unshakeable faith within our hearts. So, in order to strengthen our faith, we need to reflect upon the basis and the reasons for our belief in Allah s.w.t. What are the advantages that we can derive behind our acts of submission?
My brothers, has it occurred to some of us why we need to ask these questions? This is in order that we develop our pillars of faith based on robust conviction, without being distracted by any forms of doubt.

If we recall, in last week’s khutbah we discussed the need to transform ourselves as ‘Ulul Albab,’ or as thinking individuals. Such thinking individuals will never believe in something that is based on pure fantasy or conjecture. Certainly, a proper thought process will lead one to search for strong evidences and clear proofs, that can be understood by human reason.

This methodology can be found in several places in the Al-Quran. For example, in explaining Allah’s ability to resurrect mankind from their graves, the Al-Quran directs our attention to how Allah s.w.t. transforms dry, barren earth into fertile land. This is mentioned in surah Faathir verse 9:
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Meaning: “It is Allah Who sends forth the Winds, so that they raise up the Clouds, and We drive them to a land that is dead, and revive the earth after its death: Such is the Resurrection!”
Remember, my dear brothers, the Lord who will resurrect us on the Day of Judgment is the same Lord who created us and all that is on earth and in the universe. He created everything from nothing. Remember how Allah created us from a drop of water, viewed as impure by man, until we grew up to be worthy of His creatures. Similarly, that is how Allah will resurrect us from our dry, broken bones on the Day of Resurrection later. Therefore, Prophet Muhammad s.a.w. advised us as follows:
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Meaning: “A wise person is one who keeps a watch over his bodily desires and passions and strives for that which will benefit him after death; and a foolish person is one who subordinates himself to his cravings and desires and expects from Allah the fulfillment of his futile desires.” Hadith narrated by Imam Tirmidzi. 
My dear brothers,

The process of thinking based on evidence and explanation has its roots in Islamic tradition. It not only serves to strengthen our faith in Allah s.w.t. but is also meant to be applied in our everyday lives. This is the concept that leads us to be critical thinking Muslims who will not arbitrarily accept information without evaluating the truth, accuracy or its effects on our lives, families and the Muslim community.

This is particularly crucial with the increased number of websites that provides distorted religious views. We can observe the danger with the increased number of generic Internet users who conveniently voiced their opinions on verses of the Al-Quran or the hadith to produce a religious opinion without any clear or acceptable methodological bases.

In their efforts of interpreting a particular verse for example, they may ignore some aspects of the background, context or purpose for revelation, including the accuracy of the words used in the Arabic language. This act of understanding a verse based on their own personal understanding will result in the misinterpretation of that verse.

Therefore, my dear beloved jemaah, it is important for us to possess a critical mind and consciousness to refer to those who are knowledgeable or who are specialized in that particular branch of knowledge. Train ourselves and educate our children to not receive any information without verifying the accuracy and establishing the credibility of that information, particularly the information gathered from the Internet. In our zeal to seek knowledge and information, be sure to keep in mind the trust placed upon us as recipients of such information to ensure that they are based on robust evidences and proofs.

May this attribute of being a thinking Muslim based on clear proofs, transform our hearts and minds to be more submissive to the One-ness of Allah s.w.t. May our efforts in striving to possess true faith and taqwa with understanding, cause Allah s.w.t. to shine His eternal light and divine guidance upon us on our journey toward Him. Amin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin. 
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