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Dear blessed Friday jemaah,

Let us increase our taqwa to Allah s.w.t. Let us continue our strive in performing all of His commandments, and leave all of His prohibitions. Let us hope that our constant effort of pondering upon the verses of the Al-Quran will lead to the upliftment of our faith and increase our taqwa, subsequently bringing ourselves closer to The Almighty Allah.

Dear brothers,

Throughout this month, we have been informed on the importance for Muslims, to constantly study and observe the creations of Allah s.w.t, to look for proof and evidence, while we internalise verses of the Al-Quran, so as to strengthen our faith. Henceforth, let me reinforce what has been relayed in last week’s sermon, on the relationship between scientific knowledge and Al-Quran.
Dear blessed jemaah,

One of the many signs of the greatness of Allah s.w.t is the detailed descriptions that were mentioned by Him in the Al-Quran regarding the creation of human beings. Based on several verses of the Al-Quran, we are able to conclude that the process of human creation undergo various phases and stages. It begins from the fertilization of sexual reproductive cells from both the male and female, where the embryo is then formed and subsequently developed into a foetus with the perfect form.  This description is related to us vividly in surah Al-Insan, verse 2: 
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Meaning: “Verily, it is We who have created man out of a drop of sperm intermingled, so that We might try him (in his later life) and therefore We made him a being endowed with hearing and sight.”
Apart from pondering and contemplating on various proof of Allah’s existence by analyzing His creations, Islam also encourages us to study various disciplines of knowledge to reinforce confidence in ourselves on the reliability of any particular argument and fact. Only by acquiring deep knowledge, we will be able to understand and make a comprehensive comparison in accepting any information and findings that are presented before us.  When we have acquired all the above, our conviction in the Omnipotence of Allah will be stronger, which consequently will develop a stronger faith in Allah s.w.t.
Let us take some examples from the study of embryology. Embryology is a branch of knowledge that studies the development of foetus or embryo in the mother’s womb. Specific aspects of fetal development are taught to us by Allah through His revelation in surah Al-Mukiminun, verse 14:
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Which means: “Then We made the sperm into a clot of congealed blood; then of that clot We made a (fetus) lump; then we made out of that lump bones and clothed the bones with flesh; then we developed out of it another creature. So blessed be Allah, the best to create!”
Dear beloved brothers,

There are various theories on the development of fetus or embryo amongst scientists. Among them are embryologists who claim that the bone and muscle tissues in the fetus or embryo are jointly developed. Based on this, some scientific views that claim that the Quranic verses which explain the development of the embryo are in conflict with basic scientific knowledge, especially with Biology and Embryology. In fact, there are those who use these Quranic verses as a basis to challenge the authenticity and reliability of the Quran itself.

However, my dear brothers, how can verses of the Quran be in conflict with something that Allah Himself had created? Especially when both sources are essentially originated from Allah s.w.t, The Creator, The Most Powerful. 

This is made clear to us today, as we have access to more advanced and state-of-the-art technology. It has enabled us to discover various new scientific findings, and re-establish the accuracy and precision of what have been mentioned in the Quranic verses on the development of human embryo or fetus.
In fact, recent scientific studies show that  fetal development inside the mother’s womb takes place in concurrence to what has been vividly explained in the Al-Quran. Clearly, the stages of human creation in the womb as discovered in modern embryology researches are very much in tandem with what has already been mentioned in the Al-Quran.

Dear brothers,

In essence, Al-Quran is not a book of science. The facts mentioned in the Al-Quran should not be treated as mere facts, which are later forgotten. Instead, Al-Quran is an everlasting miracle (mukjizat) of Rasulullah s.a.w. The Al-Quran was sent for us to contemplate and ponder upon its meanings. The Al-Quran is a Book of Guidance for humankind that is relevant across time and space. 

Verses like these should compel us to be more dedicated in acquiring different sets of knowledge, that will not only strengthen our faith in the existence of God, but also encourage us to be actively involved in researches that will be beneficial to the human race. Indeed, abundant rewards await those who readily offer his or her services to those in need. In fact, Prophet Muhammad s.a.w had promised bountiful rewards for them, as related to us in a hadith:  “And Allah will always help an inidvidual so long as he helps his brother” Hadith narrated by Imam Muslim.

Imagine, my dear brothers, what kind of help and assistance is more majestic and longed for than the help from Almighty Allah s.w.t? 
With this observation, we hope that we will be able to build a community that is appreciative of Al-Quran. A community that is devoted to reflect, analyze, ponder and think about the greatness of Allah s.w.t. May our faith be reinforced, our taqwa rejuvenated, and may we be placed among the dwellers of Jannah in the hereafter, Amin Ya Rabbal ’Alamin.
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