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Avoid Wastage
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Blessed Congregation of Muslims!

Let us increase our taqwa to Allah and fulfill all that He Commands. Let us leave all that He forbids. May we recieve the blessings of Allah and granted with husnul khatimah, ameen.

My brothers,

It is difficult for us not to be in debt in this time and age. The high cost of living just to meet our basic needs requires us to be in debt. To put a roof over our heads require us to be in debt. We get into debts when we buy a house. We get into debts when we furnish our houses with the basic necessities. We get into debts when we buy a motorcycle or a car. We get into debts when we do business. Being in debt has become a part and parcel of modern living. It is something that we cannot escape from.

Islam does not forbid us from borrowing money. Allah s.w.t. has created mankind. And He understands the psychology of man. And He understands the needs of man. That is why Allah has never forbidded his servants from going into debts. He has not forbidden us from borrowing money.However, Allah s.w.t. has charted the boundaries in this matter. He has given us guidelines as to what is acceptable forms of debt and what is not. These guidelines are there to protect us so that we will not be destroyed by our debts. Islam has determined several conditions in matters of borrowing. One of these matters is that any act of borrowing must be written down and recorded. And loans must be free from riba. Allah says in surah Al-Baqarah ayat 282:

يَاأَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا إِذَا تَدَايَنتُمْ بِدَيْنٍ إِلَى أَجَلٍ مُسَمًّى فَاكْتُبُوهُ وَلْيَكْتُبْ بَيْنَكُمْ كَاتِبٌ بِالْعَدْلِ
Meaning: Oh you who believe! When you contract a debt for a fixed period, write it down. Let a scribe write it down in justice between you.

This ayat is one of the longest ayat in the Quran. It explains to us the proper manners of selling and borrowing. It shows us the importance of business transactions and of loans and debts in the life of mankind. Allah s.w.t. also states in the same surah ayat 275:

وَأَحَلَّ اللَّهُ الْبَيْعَ وَحَرَّمَ الرِّبَا

Meaning : Allah has permitted trade and has forbidden riba.

And Allah's commands in ayat 276: 

يَمْحَقُ اللَّهُ الرِّبَا وَيُرْبِي الصَّدَقَاتِ وَاللَّهُ لاَ يُحِبُّ كُلَّ كَفَّارٍ أَثِيمٍ

Meaning: Allah will destroy riba and will give increase for Sadaqat. And Allah likes not the disbelievers, sinners.

Brothers in faith! You can see that Muslims are not allowed to engage in any business or debts that involve riba. What does this mean? It  means that we are not allowed to to pay a debt at a price higher than what we had originally borrowed. But, my brothers, the economic situation today demands that us to be part of the riba system. Every business transaction involves riba. Even our savings contain riba when we generate interest. What more the loans that we take from banks for our homes our transportation, our furniture. There is no running away from it. In the matter of riba, humankind can no longer escape from it today. It is a situation that the Syariah defines as dharurat. So what can we do? What can we do to escape from riba? Then we must strive. We must strive to ensure that we reduce as much as possible, our involvement in the riba system. We must try our hardest to seek ways of business that does not involve riba.  And we must try our hardest to minimze our need to go into loans. Minimise our debts. Minimise our needs for hire purchase and debts. Why? So that we will minimise our involvement in riba. 

So how can we minimise our involvement in riba? By decreasing the number of loans that we take up. By decreasing the amount of debts that we incur. Remember. Being in debt is an amanah and a responsibility. But this responsibility is more serious. Why? Because a debt is not erased when we die. Our responsibility and amanah to repy our debts does not end when we die. This burden of responsibility to repay our debts will have to be done by our family. Our waris, inheritors, will have to repay every debt that we owe with our inheritance.

Imagine this my brothers. If we go into debt without any true reason for doing so. And if we were to suddenly die. Aren't we then giving a lot of problems to our families? They are the ones who have to struggle to pay our debts for us. Do you think we will feel at rest in our graves when our debts are still not settled? It is then hat we will have to rely on our family to settle our debts for us. 

So my brothers. Let's not go into excesses in our debts. As a Muslim, we should not be borrowing nor taking a debt without a true necessity.Some of us go into debts to buy, for example, a home theatre set. Tell me my brothers, is this is necessity? We go into debt to have new furniture sets every year. Tell me my brothers, is this a necessity? We go into debt to have bigger and newly renovated houses. Tell me my brothers, is this a necessity? No! They are mere luxuries! They are based on our desires to be seen better off than others. Islam hates its worshippers to spend more than they can afford. Why? becuase then we would go into heavy debts. Debts that we cannot even afford to ever repay back. And this will eventually destroy our own family. 

Instead, Islam wants the ummah to always be satisfied with what they have. Islam doesn't want its ummah to be so preoccupied by chasing the ornaments of this world. Chasing mere ornaments that they cannot even afford to have. Islam despises for its ummah to chase for the materials of this world to the extent that they go into debt. This is a sign of greed. And greed is a characteristic most despised. The Prophet of Islam. s.a.w. has said in his advise to Hakim ibn Hizam:

يَا حَكِيْمُ ، إِنَّ هَذَا الْمَالَ خَضِرٌ حُلْوٌ ، فَمَنْ أَخَذَهُ سَخَاوَةَ نَفْسٍ بُوْرِكَ فِيْهِ ، وَمَنْ أَخَذَهُ بِإِشْرَافِ نَفْسٍ لَمْ يُبَارَكْ لَهُ فِيْهِ ، وَكَانَ كَالَّذِي يَأْكُلُ وَلاَ يَشْبَعُ ، وَالْيَدُ الْعُلْيَا خَيْرٌ مِنَ الْيَدِ السُّفْلَى.
Meaning: Ya Hakim! Certainly, the wealth of this world gives comfort and are sweet. Whoever seek these wealth without greed and without glorifying them, he will be blessed by Allah. However, whoever, seeks this wealth in greed, he will not be blessed by Allah. And he will be like the person who eats and continues eating without ever feeling full. And know that the hand that gives is better than the hand that receives.

The Messenger of Allah has shown us as to how we can receive Allah's blessings for our wealth. We cannot desire things based on our wants and greed. And one of the signs of the greedy is the one who chases for material wealth of this world beyond what he or she is able to afford. So much so that they go into numerous debts.

Instead, let us practice the behaviour of a true Muslim. Let us instill in ourselves the characteristic of qana'ah. What is Qana'ah? it is the characteristic of being grateful and satisfied with the wealth that you are able to afford. It is someone who does not busy himself, chasing the mere ornaments of this world. Certainly, if we were to follow our desires, we would want to buy everything. To buy everything to the extent that we will have to go into debt. Debts that incur riba. Debts that make you dependent on others.

But remember the boundaries of Islam. One of which is to remove ourselves from riba. And secondly to remove ourselves from greed of acquiring and ammassing wealth beyond our means. Remember  that true wealth is not in the amount of material wealth your possess nor the brand of the clothes you wear. True wealth is not in the value of the furniture or things you possess nor in the size or beauty of your house. But. the truely wealthy in Islam are those who are least dependent upon others. As Prophet s.a.w. said :

لَيْسَ الْغَنِيُّ عَنْ كَثْرَةِ الْعَرَضِ ، وَلَكِنَّ الْغِنَى غِنَى النَّفْسِ.
Meaning: It is not the wealth from materials, but wealth lies in the least dependency we have on others. 

بَارَكَ الله لِي وَلَكُمْ فِي الْقُرْآنِ الْعَظِيمِ ، وَنَفَعَنِي وَإِيَّاكُمْ بِمَا فِيهِ مِنَ الآيَاتِ وَالِّذكْرِ الْحَكِيمِ ، وَتَقَبَّلَ مِنِّي وَمِنْكُمْ تِلاوَتَهُ إِنَّهُ هُوَ السَّمِيعُ الْعَلِيمُ ، أَقُولُ قَوْلِي هذَا وَأَسْتَغْفِرُ الله الْعَظِيمَ لِي وَلَكُمْ ، وَلِسَائِرِ الْمُسْلِمِينَ وَالْمُسْلِمَاتِ، وَالْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَالْمُؤْمِنَاتِ ، فَاسْتَغْفِرُوهُ فَيَا فَوْزَ الْمُسْتَغْفِرِينَ وَيَا نَجَاةَ التَّائِبِينَ. 
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