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Islamic Religious Council of Singapore 

Friday Sermon 

24 November 2023 / 10 Jamadil Awal 1445H 

Exercising Wisdom in Understanding Religious Texts 

Dear beloved Friday congregants, 

Let us continue to elevate our taqwa towards Allah (S.W.T.) by 

obeying all His commands and abstaining all His prohibitions. 

May we obtain beneficial knowledge and remain guided on the 

path that pleases Him. Amin. 

Dear congregants, 

Our Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) left us teachings that serve as 

invaluable guidance for humankind in navigating life in this world, 

as a bridge to the hereafter.  
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As Muslims, we are constantly reminded to strive for a proper 

understanding of our religious texts. The Quran and Hadith are 

not merely religious scriptures written on the pages of a book; 

but a proper understanding of the essence and meanings of 

these texts is also necessary as outlined in the Quran and 

Hadith. 

My beloved Friday congregants, 

The ongoing conflict in Palestine that we are witnessing has 

resulted in the loss of thousands of innocent lives. This is due to 

the aggression and excessiveness of those in power who 

disregard or disrespect international laws. This is entirely 

unacceptable. We pray that Allah (S.W.T.) guides the world 

leaders to put serious effort towards finding a solution and bring 

an end to the suffering of the people of Gaza and Palestine. 

While we feel sad and helpless, and rely on the power of prayers 

and provide whatever aid that is possible, there are some 

Muslims who are witnessing these events and making 

assumptions and interpretations of religious texts in a manner 

that is simplistic and one-dimensional. This can be observed in 

the social media where they directly link these events to 

narrations about the trials of end times. Such interpretations can 

lead to a misunderstanding of religious texts if they are not based 

on clear and accurate sources. 
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Sometimes, such misunderstandings can lead someone to feel 

despair and begin neglecting their worldly responsibilities, in 

order to focus solely on religious deeds in preparation for the 

impending Day of Judgement. 

It is clear that what is happening in the Middle East currently 

cannot be definitively interpreted and linked to specific verses in 

the Quran and Hadith which mention about the trials related to 

living in the end of times. In fact, there are irresponsible groups 

attempting to utilise such events to advance their extremist 

agendas, misusing religious texts to justify their excessive 

actions. 

It is still fresh in our memory the events that took place a few 

years ago, where the radical ISIS group used verses related to 

the "black flag" to support their agenda, as an attempt to justify 

their brutal actions that are entirely condemned in the religion. 

Therefore, the Muslim community needs to be cautious when 

they face simplistic and unclear interpretations. These 

interpretations should not be considered as the absolute truth. 

We should know that being cautious about religious 

interpretations does not mean rejecting authentic religious 

teachings. What is being questioned is the misinterpretation and 

contextual understanding of these verses, especially if it does 

not align with the explanations of credible scholars and 

established interpretations. 
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My beloved brothers and sisters, 

There are many lessons that can be taken from verses related 

to the end of times. Today, allow me to share two main points 

that we can reflect upon when discussing these religious 

narratives: 

First: The tribulations or trials of the end of times are the forms 

of tests in life that have been predetermined by Allah (S.W.T.) 

upon His servants. Allah (S.W.T.) intends to test which of His 

servants have better deeds. Allah (S.W.T.) says: 

 

Which means: "He who created death and life to test you [as to] 

which of you is best in deed - and He is the Exalted in Might, the 

Forgiving." (Surah Al-Mulk, verse 2) 

Our journey in this world is a place for us to strengthen our faith, 

increase our righteous deeds and build resilience, enabling us to 

face any form of difficulty or trial with complete obedience and 

patience. As believers, we should not complain or blame fate; 

instead, we should strengthen our relationship with Allah (S.W.T.) 

and seek solutions with wisdom and patience. 
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My beloved brothers and sisters, 

The second point that we can learn from the guidance of the 

Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) regarding the end of times is that 

it serves as a reminder for us to prepare ourselves for the 

hereafter. We are reminded to increase our good deeds, perform 

acts of kindness, and bring benefit to all of humanity. The spirit 

of contributing and doing good must be maintained even if we 

were to know that the Day of Judgment is imminent. 

In this regard, our Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) reminded us in 

a hadith narrated by Imam Ahmad, which means: "If the Day of 

Judgment is imminent, and in the hand of one of you is a seed, 

and if he can plant it before the occurrence of the Day of 

Judgment, then let him do so." 

Our Prophet (S.A.W.) left us with an invaluable guidance. He 

encouraged and instilled a positive and optimistic spirit in his 

community to continue doing good and righteous deeds at all 

times and in any circumstances. 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, let us deepen our knowledge 

and understanding of our religious texts. Seek guidance from our 

experts and scholars. As we navigate these challenging times, 

let us strengthen our faith, increase our piety, and continue doing 

good for all of humanity. We submit only to Allah, seek His 

assistance, and to Him, we shall return. 
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May Allah (S.W.T.) grant us strong faith, unwavering patience, 

and steadfastness to continue planting seeds of goodness until 

our last breath. Amin ya Rabbal ‘Alamin. 

أَقُ وْلُ قَ وْلِي هَذَا وَأَسْتَ غْفيرُ اَلله العَظييْمَ لِي وَلَكُمْ، فاَسْتَ غْفيرُوهُ إينَّهُ هُوَ الغَفُوْرُ 

يْم  الرَّحي
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Second Sermon 

الحمَْدُ للهي حََْدًا كَثييراً كَمَا أَمَرَ، وَأَشْهَدُ أَن لََ إيلَهَ إيلََّ اللهُ وَحْدَهُ لََ شَرييكَ 
لَهُ، وَأَشْهَدُ أَنَّ سَي يدَنََ مَُُمَّدًا عَبْدُهُ وَرَسُولهُُ. اللَّهُمَّ صَل ي وَسَل يمْ عَلَى سَي يدينََ  

وَ  آليهي  وَعَلَى  اَلله  مَُُمَّدٍ  ايت َّقُوا  عيبَادَ الله،  فَ يَا  بَ عْدُ،  أَمَّا  أَجَْْعييَن.  أَصْحَابيهي 
 تَ عَالََ فييمَا أَمَرَ، وَانتَ هُوا عَمَّا نََاَكُم عَنْهُ وَزجََرَ.

حَيْثُ   بيذَليكَ  أَمَرَنََ اللهُ  فَ قَدْ  الْمُصْطَفَى،  النَّبي ي  عَلَى  وَسَل يمُوا  صَلُّوا  أَلََ 
ي  قاَل فِي كيتَابي  يَ ا أَي ُّهَا الَّذيينَ   هي العَزييزي: إينَّ اَلله وَمَلََئيكَتَهُ يُصَلُّونَ عَلَى النَّبي

ءَامَنُوا صَلُّوا عَلَيهي وَسَل يمُوا تَسلييمًا. اللَّهُمَّ صَل ي وَسَل يمْ وَبََريكْ عَلَى سَي يدينََ  
 مَُُمَّدٍ وَعَلَى آلي سَي يدينََ مَُُمَّدٍ. 

اللَّهُ  وَعُثْمَانَ وَارْضَ  وَعُمَرَ  بَكْرٍ  أَبِي  المهَْديي ييَن  ديينَ  الرَّاشي الخلَُفَاءي  عَني  مَّ 
وَعَنَّا   التَّابيعييَن،  وَتََبيعيي  وَالتَّابيعييَن،  وَالقَرَابةَي  الصَّحَابةَي  بقَييَّةي  وَعَن   ، وَعَليي ي

 مَعَهُم وَفييهيم بيرَحَْتَيكَ يََ أَرْحَمَ الرَّاحَيييَن.

نهُم اللَّهُمَّ  ، الَأحْيَاءي مي ، وَالمسُْليمييَن وَالمسُْليمَاتي نَاتي نييَن وَالمؤُْمي  اغْفيرْ ليلمُؤْمي
ظَهَرَ   مَا  وَالميحَنَ،  وَالزَّلََزيلَ  وَالوَبََءَ  البَلََءَ  عَنَّا  ادْفَعْ  اللَّهُمَّ   . وَالَأمْوَاتي

هَا وَمَا بَطَنَ، عَن بَ لَدينََ خَاصَّةً، وَسَائيري الب ُ  ن ْ العَالَمييَن.    رَبَّ   يََ لْدَاني عَامَّةً،  مي
اْلمسُْتَضْعَفييْنَ  إيخْوَانَ نَا  انْصُرْ  فيليسْطييَن    الَلَّهُمَّ  وَفِي  غَزَّة  مَكَانٍ  فِي  ْ كُلي   وَفِي
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اللَّهُمَّ بَد يلْ خَوْفَ هُمْ أَمْنًا، وَحُزْنََمُْ فَ رَحًا، وَهَََّهُمْ   .عَامَّةً، يََ أَرْحَمَ الرَّاحَييين
رَةي حَسَنَةً،   فَ رَجًا، يََ رَبَّ العَالَمييَن. نيَا حَسَنَةً، وَفِي الآخي ربَ َّنَا آتينَا فِي الدُّ

 وَقينَا عَذَابَ النَّاري.  

حْسَ  لعَدْلي وَالإي هَى عَني    ،اني وَإييتَاءي ذيي القُرْبَ عيبَادَ اللهي، إينَّ اَلله يََْمُرُ بَي وَيَ ن ْ
، يعَيظُكُمْ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَذكََّرُونَ، فاَذكُرُوا اَلله العَظييمَ  الفَحْشَاءي وَالمنُكَري وَالبَ غْيي
يَذْكُركُمْ، وَاشْكُرُوهُ عَلَى نيعَميهي يزَيدكُمْ، وَاسْأَلُوهُ مين فَضليهي يعُطيكُم، وَلَذيكرُ  

 نَ.اللهي أَكبََُ، وَاللهُ يعَلَمُ مَا تَصنَ عُو 

 

 

 

 


